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Seasons Greetings to all members of The Company of the Green Man! This is the fifth edition of The Company of the Green 
Man e-newsletter and I hope everyone finds something of interest amongst these pages. 

I learnt a long time ago that I have no real control over each e-newsletter, they form themselves out of the ether and take 
on an identity that is almost always completely different from how I first envisage them, and I wouldn’t have it any other 
way! I am always fascinated to see how each one will end up and this one has been no different. I did say in our last Jack in 
the Green rich e-newsletter that I would try and redress the balance back towards the Green Man in this e-newsletter and 
it seems that luckily this e-newsletter had exactly the same idea? 

Many thanks to all those members who have sent in contributions for the e-newsletter or the blog. Special thanks must also 
go to the following: 

Vanessa Piggott once again for her continuing wonderful work correcting and verifying existing entries and adding new 
sightings to our ever expanding gazetteer of Green Men. I really will try and do my best to incorporate your wonderful 
gazetteer into ours this winter! 

Jennie Miller and Gary Truss for their incredible pictures featured in this (and the next) issue.

Dr Colin Harris of Green Man Forum for the competition. Colin is currently recovering from a full knee replacement and we 
wish him a full and  speedy recovery so that he can continue his green man walks soon.

Again I must thank Rex Harris who has now added over 1500 pictures of green men  to the group pool! OK I give up you use a 
Tardis don’t you? Also to Maddy J, pg tipps2 and Gruenemann for some wonderful pictures.

Rob Stephens artist extraordinaire for his extraordinary art. Bruce Eaton for his brilliant last minute contribution and for 
letting me know about the Mummers Unconvention. Karen Richardson for her pictures that inspired me. Sedayne for a 
mystery. 

To every single contributor to our Flickr group pool and also those people who have kindly allowed me to add their pictures 
on to Flickr directly so that they can be categorised by county.

The next e-newsletter will be published in June 2012.  Any and all contributions would as always be gratefully received.

A Merry Yuletide to all our members

Chris Walton
greenman@virgin.net
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Norwich Cathedral’s Green Men pictures by Karen Richardson

Many thanks to Karen Richardson who sent us some fantastic pictures of the wonderful Green Men in Norwich Cathedral. 

Norwich Cathedral has over a thousand roof bosses, more than any other cathedral in Christendom. They form an incredible and 
unrivalled collection of late medieval sculpture depicting Bible stories, the lives of the saints, fearsome grotesques and  of course 
a wonderful abundance of Green Men.

Many of the bosses are ‘stone snapshots’ of the Mystery Plays that paraded through the streets of Norwich in medieval times. 
Much humour is exhibited in the carvings with bishops and popes falling into the mouth of hell and washerwomen scolding knavish 
thieves. Craftsmen, Musicians and fine ladies people the vaulting alongside acrobats and dragons, angels and unicorns.

The foundation stone of Norwich cathedral was laid in 1096 by Bishop Herbert at the very east end of the building. A significant
Saxon settlement, including two churches, was demolished to make way for the building. 

The riverside location of the Cathedral complex was deliberate. A lack of local stone and the inaccessibility of the quarries in
Northamptonshire meant that most of the stone used to construct the Cathedral was imported from Caen in Normandy. The stone 
was sailed up the eastern coast as far as Great Yarmouth, then up the River Wensum to a specially constructed canal which led 
directly into the stonemasons’ yard.

The building is in the Romanesque style, the architectural style which was widespread from the late tenth to the twelfth century
across the western church, also known in England as ‘Norman’ style.

Norwich Cathedral was one of the great buildings of its time. With construction beginning in 1096 and finishing by c.1145, it was 
amongst the largest major churches in Europe. The Norman building was an example of that uniquely English phenomenon: a 
cathedral that was also a Benedictine priory – the bishop’s seat, but run by the prior and his monks. 

The immense architectural importance of the Cathedral today chiefly rests on the scale of the original Romanesque building and 
the completeness of its survival. The four arms of the cross-shaped church and the central tower are all largely original and, 
unusually, the east end of the Cathedral preserves intact its ambulatory and two of its radiating chapels. Losses have been few,
and later embellishments include Gothic features such as the high vaults and the spire.

All Pictures on this page Copyright © Karen Richardson

Page 3



Norwich Cathedral’s Green Men pictures by Karen Richardson

The following is taken directly from Norwich Cathedrals fascinating website:

“The term ‘Green Man’ describes the image of a face which is surrounded by leaves, a familiar motif to medieval sculptors with 
whom foliage and heads were a popular design. It was, in particular, a carver’s device so it is unusual to find the image of the 
Green Man in other artwork for example stained glass or illuminated books. Despite varying greatly in design, all the 
representations of the Green Man depict a living being in the middle of the young, green buds of spring or the crisp, browning 
leaves of autumn. 

On some Green Men the foliage may spring directly from the mouth or other parts of the face and some of these branches may 
bear fruit or flowers. The Green Men found in Norwich Cathedral are in the style known as ‘the foliate head’ which means that 
their faces merge imperceptibly into foliage.

Although commonly termed the ‘Green Man’, the original name of this strange figure remains unknown. There are hundreds of 
Green Men across the country with different features and portraying different emotions, such as fear, humour or tranquillity.

The Green Man can be found in bench-ends, misericords and on the capitals of columns; however they are most commonly found on 
roof bosses. They would have been carved either on location, which involved masons working in restricted positions on elevated 
wooden scaffolding or in the masons’ lodges, especially in winter when the wet and cold weather did not permit the masons to lay 
courses of stonework. 

The abundance of versions of the Green Man in medieval buildings attests to the ongoing significance of natural imagery in the 
religious life of the period. The original meaning surrounding the Green Man, probably that of rebirth in springtime, has been lost 
across the centuries but the image has remained popular.”

Although I have seen pictures of Norwich Cathedral’s green men in books and pictures many times over the years I haven’t as yet 
had the chance to view them in the flesh, but Karen’s wonderful pictures and the fascinating information I have found out about 
Norwich Cathedrals history have inspired me to ensure that a visit to Norwich is a must for 2012. 

All Pictures on this page Copyright © Jennie Miller & Gary TrussPage 4



The Hidden Green Man in Essex

I recently received an e-mail informing me that a new book about Green Men in Essex is being published in December by Country 
Books. They sent me the pre-publication information on this page. Country Books will also be publishing “The Green Man in 
Derbyshire” in early 2012. 

I asked the publisher to forward the author Susan Hegedus our details and was very pleased a short while later to welcome her 
as the two hundred and twentieth member of The Company of the Green Man.

DESCRIPTION

The medieval churches of Essex house one of history’s best kept secrets. They are frequently inhabited by a mysterious carving 
of an ancient male head, with foliage, usually oak leaves emerging from its mouth, ears, nose or eyes. He is surprisingly common in 
Essex, has many guises and is concealed in nooks, roofs, sometimes barely discernible on fonts, but may also be found lurking on
roofs, walls, and hidden niches of churches. 

THE HIDDEN GREEN MAN IN ESSEX

Author: Susan Hegedus

ISBN 978-1-906789-60-2

Price: £7.99

Size: 234 x 156mm landscape Paperback:

48 pages 

40 black and white photos

Publication date: 1 December 2011

GREENMAN BRIDGE
Sean Breadin often walks across this bridge on the A6 over 
the Lancaster Canal. Only recently did he notice the name! 
The bridge was rebuilt in 1951 and (as yet) there's no 
indication why it's so called. An old pub maybe? There's an 
extant GM pub in Inglewhite which is a few miles away, so 
could this be all that remains? 

According to Canalplan.org Green Man Bridge No 47 is a 
minor waterways feature on the Lancaster Canal (Main 
Line) between Moss Lane Bridge No 63 (Garstang) (4 miles 
and ½ a furlong to the northwest) and Ribble Link -
Lancaster Canal Junction (11 miles and 2¾ furlongs to the 
south) The nearest place in the direction of Moss Lane 
Bridge No 63 is the wonderfully named Green Man Field 
Bridge No 48; 2 furlongs away. 
The nearest place in the direction of Ribble Link -
Lancaster Canal Junction is Barton Grange marina; ½
furlongs away. If anyone can shed any light as to why the 
these bridges (and indeed the field) are so named we would 
love to hear from you at greenman@virgin.net

Green Man Canal Bridge © Sean Breadin
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Hastings Jack Celebrates 30 Years
2012 is the 30th year of the revival of Jack in the Green in 
Hastings. To mark this the organisers are inviting all known 
Jacks, Green men, Bogies, Milkmaid Garlands and their 
entourages to join them next year for the celebration from 
4th – 7th May 2012.

Jack will go out on Bank Holiday Monday May 7th. If you fall 
into one of the categories above please feel free to e-mail 
me at greenman@virgin.net and I’ll pass your details onto 
Keith Leech.

I would encourage everyone to go and experience the 
Release of the Hastings Jack at least once. Make sure you 
get there in plenty of time to watch the arrival of the vast 
array of wonderful characters who meet outside the 
fisherman’s museum on Rock-a-Nore road every year. 

The release of the Jack is the most magical part of the day 
before the parade begins and the streets are filled with 
onlookers.
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St Mary’s Church
Horncastle, Lincolnshire

Copyright © Mark Hodgkinson

St Mary’s Church
Horncastle, Lincolnshire

Copyright © Mark Hodgkinson

St Peter’s Church, Raithby, Lincolnshire
Copyright © Martyn Gaunt 

St Peter’s Church, Raithby, Lincolnshire

Copyright © Martyn Gaunt

Green Man Sightings

Outside of Derby Cathedral, to either side of the main door.
Copyright © Jennie Miller & Gary Truss 
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Mum’s the Word by Bruce Eaton
The 1st Bath International Mummers Unconvention took place between the 17th and 20th November 2011.  As well as 
performances and a procession through the city centre, which was packed with astonished Saturday shoppers, there were 
workshops, talks, revels and a symposium hosted by Bath Spa University.  Stephen Rowley, the chair of the Unconvention, 
kindly agreed to answer a few questions about the event.

COTGM: For those who may not have come across it before could you briefly explain what Mumming is?

SR: Mumming is a type of folk play tradition that appeared in the C18th and lasted into the C20th. Mumming has also become a 
generic name for a whole range of similar traditions including Souling, Guising, Hoodening, and Ploughjags. It was a cadging 
tradition, the players, going from house to house around Christmas, usually performing the play inside the house in return for 
ale and money. There has been a significant revival since WWII, although these days the play is more often performed in the 
street or in pubs. The texts of mumming plays vary from village to village. The most popular theme is a hero-combat play, in 
which a noble knight fights another knight. One is mortally wounded, but is revived by quack doctor. There are several other 
stories.

COTGM: What is your stance on the origins of Mumming? Pagan fertility rite or C18th invention?

SR: The earliest evidence of mumming is courtly mumming in the C14th/C15th. This was a high culture affair and the evidence 
shows little or no relation to the mumming we have today. The texts for many of the plays appeared in chapbooks in the early 
to mid C18th and spread through the country. The pagan fertility rite theory was developed by James Fraser (author of The 
Golden Bough – ed.) of what has come to be known as the Myth and Ritual movement in the late C19th. It has since been shown 
to be a scholastic invention with no evidence to support it, and plenty of contrary evidence.

COTGM: How did the Unconvention come about and what were your objectives for the event?

SR: Members of Widcombe Mummers asked me to help them stage a festival. Our objectives are to promote the practice and 
understanding of all forms of mumming and related traditions.

COTGM: I see that amongst those attending there was the Catalan troupe Ball de Malcasats who brought their own tradition 
to the party. Can you tell us a bit about some of the other Mummers groups that attended the Unconvention and how the 
different traditions compare?

SR: In the symposium we had speakers from the US and Canada who have mummers traditions that had been carried to North 
America by emigrants. Similarly we had papers about Caribbean mumming traditions that were similarly transmitted. In 
Europe, there are a number of traditions, that although they don't share the same stories, they have a similar form and mode 
of operation. The Ball de Malcasats (the dance of the unhappily married couples) is a C19th tradition from Catalunya. It 
seemed to fit well with the mummers. They identified with us, and we identified with them.

COTGM: Will there be a 2nd Bath International Mummers Unconvention and if so how can people get involved?

SR: Watch this space.

For more information visit www.mummersunconvention.com
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As Christmas draws nearer I always seem to find myself drawn back to the wonderful 
poem Gawain and the Green Knight. The poem was written by an unknown author in the 
late 14th Century, but was only rediscovered two hundred years ago and published for 
the first time in 1839. 

The story begins as the court of King Arthur is celebrating the feast of Christmas. 
The door burst open and the formidable figure of the gigantic green skinned and 
green haired Knight rides into the great hall clothed all in green on a green horse. He 
issues a grisly challenge to Arthur and his Knights and asks if anyone amongst them is 
“bold both of blood and brain”, and will dare strike him one stroke for another, “I will 
give him as a gift this axe, which is heavy enough, in sooth, to handle as he may list, 
and I will abide the first blow, unarmed as I sit. If any knight be so bold as to prove 
my words let him come swiftly to me here, and take this weapon, I quit claim to it, he 
may keep it as his own, and I will abide his stroke, firm on the floor. Then shalt thou 
give me the right to deal him another, the respite of a year and a day shall he have. 
Now haste, and let see whether any here dare say aught." Gawain begs Arthur to allow 
him the honour of taking the challenge and so begins Gawain’s magical quest.  

Anybody interested in reading the poem could do no better than get hold of a copy of 
the extremely accessible and beautifully written translation by Simon Armitage.

Earlier this year I finally completed my own slightly shorter quest to visit Lud’s Church 
in the beautiful Peak District. Lud’s Church is thought by many to be the location of 
the Green Chapel that Gawain travels to in the story to complete his part in the 
bargain that he makes with the Green Knight. Luds Church also has links with Robin 
Hood another Green Man and there is even a legend of a ghostly green man who haunts 
the surrounding woodland. 

Lud’s Church - The Green Chapel

First page of the original manuscript

My walk started from a car park about two miles from Lud’s Church and followed the walk detailed at the end of this article. It took 
me through some incredible countryside and I was astonished at just how vibrantly green the woodlands around the area were. I was 
worried about missing the entranceway but shouldn’t have as you definitely know when you have arrived at this magical place. 

The church is in fact a deep chasm on the hillside above Gradbach in Staffordshire. As soon as you enter you understand why this
incredibly atmospheric location has inspired so many legends. Apparently many visitors find the atmosphere too overwhelming and wont 
go any further than the entrance. I must admit I paused and had to take a deep breath before walking between the moss and fern clad 
walls but would not have missed the experience for anything. 



Lud’s Church

How to find Lud’s Church

There is a free car park around two miles from Lud’s Church (located at 
53.193063, -2.002955). Walk out of the car park and turn right. Follow the 
narrow road until you come to a fork. Take the right hand fork and head down 
the hill to the Gradbach Mill Youth Hostel. Once at the Hostel you’ll see the 
hostel on your right, a footbridge in front of you and a path to the left. 
Follow the path, which in turn curves to the left. You will come to a small 
gate, go through the gate and follow the path to the right.

About 20m further on there is a narrow stone style on your right (with a 
private grounds sign on a gate further behind it). Go through the stile and 
turn left. Follow the road for around 30m. On the corner of the road, you’ll 
see another stile. Look over the wall to the right you will see the footbridge 
that you need to cross.

Cross the footbridge and you will come to a signpost. Head for Swythamley 
and Lud’s Church. Head straight up the steep hill and you will quickly come 
across a path that goes to the right. Walk along this path until you come to a 
large rock formation on your right (about a ten-minute walk). You will then 
see a sign for Lud's Church to the left; follow it, and within a few minutes 
you will arrive.

The pathway soon leads to a set of steps that take you even deeper into the chasm. It had rained before my visit and this area 
was extremely muddy so I would advise good boots, but there are a number of stepping stones that lead through the mud and onto 
safer ground. 

Lud’s Church appears to have been seen a sacred place from early times. On Midsummer's Day the light from the sun penetrates 
deep into the chasm. Lud or Llud of the Silver Hand is a hero from Welsh Mythology and  was also known as Nud in Welsh or 
Nodens by the ancient Britains. 

There is another legend that Lud's Church is named after a horse ridden by a huntsman who was pursuing a deer close to the 
chasm. The hunter didn’t see the approaching danger but his horse, Lud, did and stopped thowing the rider to his death at the 
bottom of the chasm. The ghost of thehunter was said to haunt woods around the area covered from head to toe in moss and 
leaves. This lead to the figure being known by the locals as The Green Man.
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Fowlers Troop 
(Without the Deptford Jack in the Green)

At the Horniman Museum

Sara has been following Fowlers Troop and the Deptford Jack in the Green each May Day since she first stumbled across us in 2006. 
This set her off on a trail of discovery of English traditions. She is a professional photographer and there are some lovely pictures in 
the book which include other traditions which take place in London such as the Straw Jack in Carshalton, the Insert Name Here 
Mummers, Beltane celebrations and the New Lammas Lands Rogationtide Beating the Bounds.

There are some pictures of the launch on the publishers' Facebook page, The Launch of Mummers, Maypoles and Milkmaids as well as 
information about the book and exhibition on the Horniman exhibition page.

Amazon also have some text and pictures on their page for the book (click Look Inside above the image of the book cover to see 
these).

It is a beautifully produced book with lovely pictures and would make a very nice Christmas present. It is refreshing to see a book 
featuring some of the less traditional traditions, that is, those which have not been going for centuries! In the way of all reviewers 
who have to find at least one item with which to disagree, I would say that I have never previously heard any reference to a morris 
team in Deptford from the late 19th or early 20th century. Talking about the Thankfull Sturdeee photo of the original Fowlers Troop 
on page 8, Sara Hannant states "It featured the Deptford morris team, Fowlers Troop, which was named after one of the sweeps in 
the photograph." I am not sure that there is any evidence for this although I would love to be proved wrong.

Sarah Crofts

http://www.deptford-jack.org.uk/

Musicians from Fowlers Troop were at the Horniman Museum, Forest Hill, south east London 
on Thursday 20th October 2011 to launch a new book Mummers, Maypoles and Milkmaids: A 
Journey Through the English Ritual Year by Sara Hannant which features Fowlers Troop as 
well as an exhibition at the museum featuring pictures from the book. The Jack in the Green 
did not appear for various reasons, such as it was the wrong time of year, cost of 
transporting and decorating and the risk of cross fertilisation between creepy crawlies 
hiding in the leaves and the vulnerable artefacts in the museum.

Fowlers Troop in Greenwich May 2011
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At the Sign of the Green Man
I usually love coincidences, especially when the Green Man is involved. And so I shouldn’t 
have been surprised when within a week of writing the article on the next pages I found 
myself standing under a Green Man pub sign! But sadly I couldn’t pop into the Green Man In 
Flackwell Heath because it rang the bell for last orders and closed it’s doors to the public 
back in early 2010. A victim of the general decline in the pub trade, it’s lack of pub food, and 
possibly part of the fall out of the smoking ban introduced in the summer of 2007 it seems 
that the Green Man will soon face the bulldozers. 

Astonished that the sign was still intact I contacted the current owners and explained that 
The company of the Green Man would like to ensure that the current main sign of The Green 
Man is preserved as part of a very important British folkloric tradition and I asked if they 
would be willing to donate it to our archive and help to play a part in saving a valuable symbol 
of Britain's cultural heritage. I explained that we would work closely with the Museum of 
British Folklore to ensure that the sign can be preserved for many generations to come. As 
this e-newsletter goes to press I’m still awaiting a response, please watch for news on the 
blog as I may need help to ensure that we can save this wonderful sign!

The sign was painted by Peter Oldreive and is a common image used on Green Man pub signs
(see also the Green Man Pub in Berwick Street in London.)

Whilst  I was busy taking photographs of the sign some local residents, including a lady who 
worked behind the bar at The Green Man for many years came and had a chat and asked me 
if I was going to try and save the sign. They seemed really pleased that we were seeking to 
ensure that this small but vital part or their local history would be safeguarded from the 
builders skip or even worse…..e-bay!

The Green Man as a pub name may have a number of sources beyond that of the Green Man 
of church and folklore, including from the Green Man and Still heraldic arms used by the 
Distiller’s Company in the seventeenth century. Some pub signs will show the green man as he 
appears in English traditional sword dances (in green hats). Or as the Wild Man associated 
with drinking and revelry and usually carrying a club like the current one adorning the Green 
Man in Flackewell Heath.

There is also a strange interconnection between the Green Man and Robin Hood. Indeed 
some Green Man pubs changed their signs to foresters or Robin Hood from shaggy green 
men used as a symbol of the Distillers’ company in the 17th century. Apparently there are no 
pubs in Robin's own county of Nottinghamshire named the Green Man but there are many 
Robin Hoods. It also seems that some pubs are changing their signs back from images of 
Robin to that of the traditional Green Man himself

Whilst talking to the lovely couple underneath the Green Man sign at Flackwell Heath I 
asked if the sign had changed over the years, they explained that it had and I assumed they 
were about to tell me that it had originally been a Robin Hood type character or a gentleman 
in a green jacket but no it seems that many years ago the Sign of the Green Man at 
Flackwell Heath was the image of a face peeking out from amongst leaves!
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At the Sign of the Green Man

Bedfordshire
Green Man (Biggleswade) South Hill Road, Stanford, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire. SG18 9JD

The Green Man (Lidlington) High Street, Lidlington, Bedfordshire. MK43 0RE
The Green Man (Eversholt) Church End, Eversholt, Bedfordshire. MK17 9DU

The Green Man (Luton) Duke Street, Luton. LU2 0HH (Closed around 2002 and is now a dance studio)

Berkshire
The Green Man (Hurst) Hinton Road, Hurst, Twyford, Berkshire. RG10 0BP

Buckinghamshire
The Green Man (Flackwell Heath) Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath, Buckinghamshire. HP10 9LS

Green Man (Prestwood) 2 High Street, Prestwood, Great Missenden, Buckinghamshire. HP16 9EB
The Green Man (Aylesbury) 32 Market Square, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire. HP20 1TW

The Old Green Man (Little Brickhill) Watling Street, Little Brickhill, Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire. MK17
The Green Man (George Green) Uxbridge Road. George Green, Slough. SL3 6AN 

Cambridgeshire
Green Man (Trumpington) 55 High Street, Trumpington, Cambridgeshire. CB2 2HZ

The Green Man Leighton Bromswold, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire. PE28 5AW (first licensed 1650)

Derbyshire
The Green Man 1 Canal Bridge, Willington, Derbyshire DE65 6BP

The Green Man and Black’s Head Royal Hotel 10 St John Street, Ashbourne, Derbyshire DE6 1GH
(This is where the ancient game of Royal Shrovetide Football is played each year)

Devon
The Jack in the Green Inn Rockbeare, Nr Exeter, Devon. EX5 2EE

Dorset
The Green Man King Stag, Sturminster Newton, Dorset DT10 2AY

Essex
The Green Man (Bradwell-on-Sea) Waterside, Bradwell-on-Sea, Southminster, Essex. CM07QX

Green Man Pub Farm Hill Road, Waltham Abbey, Essex. EN9

Hampshire
The Green Man (Winchester) 53 Southgate Street, Winchester, Hampshire. SO23 9EH

The Green Man Hotel (Old Harlow) Mulberry Green, Old Harlow, Essex. CM17 0ET

Herefordshire
Green Man Inn (Fownhope) Fownhope, Hereford, Herefordshire. HR1 4PE

Green Man Pub Scamblesby Lincolnshire 
Copyright © Martyn Gaunt
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For the last three years I have been trying to create a comprehensive list of Green Man 
public houses current and historical throughout the UK.

Our most up to date list is on the website at www.thecompanyofthegreenman.co.uk and is 
reproduced below. I would love to hear from anyone who knows of any I have missed, and it 
would be great if anyone who lives near one of the Green Man pubs on this list could go and 
visit it to check that it is still there and if possible get some  photos of the current signage 
and the pub itself and if possible ask around for a little bit of history about the pub and it’s 
signage.

Any photos sent to us will be added to the pub section of the Company’s Flickr site.
Copyrighted appropriately of course and details will be included on the website and blog.

I would also love to hear of any lost Green Men pubs and get hold of any archive pictures or 
historical information to add to the archive. I’m convinced that there must also be many old 
Green Man pub signs out there somewhere in lofts and cellars, it would be great if we could 
try and rescue a few more and ensure that the Green Man pub outlives the Slug and Lettuce!



At the Sign of the Green Man
Hertfordshire

The Green Man (Great Offley) 5 High Street, Great Offley, Hitchin, Hertfordshire. SG5 3AR
The Green Man (Potters Bar) High Street, Potters Bar, Hertfordshire. EN6 5DB

The Green Man 37 Market Hill, Royston, Hertfordshire. SG8 9JU

Kent
The Green Man (Hodsoll Street) Hodsoll Street, Kent. TN15 7LE

The Green Man (Longfield) Main Road, Longfield Hill, Longfield, Kent. DA3 7AS
The Green Man (Welling) 168 Wickham Street, Welling, Kent. DA16 3NL

Lancashire
The Green Man Inn (Goosnargh) Silk Mill Lane, Goosnargh, Lancashire. PR3 2LP

London
The Green Man (Putney Heath) Putney Heath London. SW15 3NG

The Green Man (Fitzrovia) 36 Riding House St, London W1W 7ES (traditional London Cider House)
The Green Man (Muswell Hill) 56 Muswell Hill, (Now sadly renamed “The Hill”)
The Green Man (Great Portland Street) 383 Euston Road, London NW1 3AU

Lincolnshire
The Green Man (Stallingborough) 110 Station Road, Stallingborough, Grimsby, Lincolnshire. DN41 8AP

(Since at least 1881)
The Green Man (Scamblesby) Old Main Rd Scamblesby Louth Lincolnshire. LN11 9XG

Middlesex
The Green Man (Denham Village) Village Road, Denham, Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB9 5BH

The Green Man (Wembley) Dagmar Avenue, Wembley, Middlesex. HA98DF

Norfolk
Green Man (Rackheath) Wroxham Road, Rackheath, Norwich, Norfolk. NR13 6NQ
The Green Man Methwold Hythe, White Plot Rd, Thetford, Norfolk. IP26 4QP

Staffordshire
Green Man (Milwich) Milwich, Staffordshire. ST18 0EG

Green Man (Tamworth) Clifton Campville, Tamworth Staffordshire. B79 0AX
Green Man Inn (Hixon) Lea Road,  Hixon, Stafford. ST18 0NR

Suffolk
The Green Man (Six Mile Bottom) London Road, Six Mile Bottom., Nr Newmarket, Suffolk. RH13 8JT

Sussex
The Green Man (at Jolesfield) Church Road, Partridge Green, West Sussex. RH13 8JT 

The Green Man (Ringmer) Lewes Road, Ringmer, East Sussex. BN8 5NA

Somerset
The Green Man (formerly The Bell) 21 Alfred Place, Kingsdown, Bristol. BS2 8HD

Warwickshire
The Green Man in Middleton Church Lane, Middleton, Tamworth, B782AN

The Green Man (Kenilworth)  168 Warwick Road, Kenilworth, Warwickshire CV8 1HS
The Green (Leamington Spa)  114 Lower Tachbrook Street, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV31 2BQ

Wiltshire
There was an inn at Rode Hill called The Green Man

Any additions or corrections to the above list can be sent to me at greenman@virgin.net many thanks to all those members 
who have already done so including: Mark Grist, David Middleton, Phillip Green, Vanessa Piggott and Martyn Gaunt

Our current photographic archive of green man pubs and signs can be viewed at:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/thecompanyofthegreenman/sets/72157615230599094/
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Chichester Green Men pictures by Chris Walton

Text here

I visited Chichester Cathedral in the summer and after twenty minutes of wandering finally found the incredible multi faced green man 
pictured above. I located one of the volunteer guides and asked permission to set up my tripod and take some pictures and as so often 
happens I was absolutely delighted to be given my own personal guided tour of the cathedrals green men. 

Unfortunately I could only locate three of the recorded Green Men as pictured above. The one on an altar painting seemed to have
temporarily disappeared and despite spending half an hour looking at every single Misericord in the choir with kind permission from my 
guide I couldn’t locate one that even partially resembled a green man. If anyone else has better luck please let me know. 

I wasn’t disappointed though, the two green men I did locate and the wonderful many faced gilded green man boss more than made up 
for it. My thanks to all the staff at Chichester Cathedral for their patience and assistance to this green man hunter. 

As I headed away from Chichester Cathedral back to my car I happened to glance up at the NatWest Bank at number 5 East street to
be greeted by the foliate faces on this page. The bank used to be the London and Company Banking Company.

Whilst one green man to the side of the door arch and one on the façade seemed to be original features a second strange bug eyed one
on the arch poking it’s tongue out at passersby looks like a more recent addition. If anyone has any knowledge about this rather unusual 
green creature I would love to hear from you.

In 681 Saint Wilfrid (who in 668 became Archbishop of Canterbury) 
established a Cathedral in Selsey, a small community south of 
Chichester. After 1066 the Norman policy was that cathedrals should 
be moved from smaller communities to larger centres of population. In 
1075 the Council of London established the See of Chichester and in 
1076 the building of the present cathedral in Chichester was begun 
under Bishop Stigand. It was completed under Bishop Luffa in time for 
its dedication to the Holy Trinity in 1108.

In 1187 a fire burnt out the cathedral and destroyed much of 
Chichester. The nave was refaced and the destroyed wooden ceiling 
was replaced with the present stone vault. The cathedral was 
reconsecrated in 1199.

The cathedral has seen many changes and additions in the intervening 
centuries including the rebuilding of the spire after it spectacularly 
collapsed and telescoped in on itself in 1860.

Chichester Cathedral has a number of unusual features including a pair 
of early Norman relief carvings, a transitional retrochoir and the 15

th

century freestanding belfry.

Chichester Cathedral is also one of only two Cathedral’s in England that 
can be seen from the sea.

Chichester Cathedral has been 
described as a successful 
fusion of the ancient and the 
modern. The cathedral is 
famous for its modern art 
including a window by Marc 
Chagall, a tapestry by John 
Piper and a painting by Graham 
Sutherland. There are also 
some wonderful early objects 
including the 12th century 
Lazarus Reliefs and the 
Lambert Barnard paintings.
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Chester’s Midsummer Watch Parade picture by Astrid Morgan

My thanks to Astrid Morgan for letting me know about Chester's 
Midsummer Watch. It is one of Britain's oldest festivals, a tradition 
reflecting 500 years of the city's history. 
In Medieval and Tudor times, Chester's magnificent Midsummer 
Watch Parade was renowned throughout the country. First held 
during the mayoralty of Richard Goodman in 1498, it was organised 
by the City Guilds and took place in the years when the famous 
Chester Mystery Plays were not performed. 

The outstanding features of the show were the Giants - enormous 
structures made of buckram and pasteboard and carried by two or 
more men. Giants were a common feature of Tudor pageantry in 
England and Europe, but Chester was unique in that the city paraded 
a whole family of Giants - the Father, the Mother and two 
Daughters. There were also fantastic giant Beasts including the 
Unicorn, the Elephant, the Camel and the Dragon. Originally the 
Dragon was beaten by six naked boys, but this practice was banned 
in the late 16th century!

The Giants were accompanied by hobby horses, musicians, guildsmen, 
fools, children in costume - angels, goblins and green men. There 
were enormous moving floats called the "Mounts"; the most famous, 
the Merchants Mount, was in the form of a ship - a reminder that in 
those days, Chester was an important port. The whole procession 
was headed by a small boy, chosen each year, and the "Ancient" city 
drum. The Midsummer Watch Parade survived much longer than the 
now world-famous Mystery Plays, which were banned in 1575 and not 
revived until recent times. In 1599, Mayor Henry Hardware 
prohibited the Parade and ordered the Giants to be broken up. 
However, so popular was the show that it was revived the next year 
and continued until the 1670s.

Chester Midsummer Watch Green Man Copyright © Astrid Morgan

Green Man? Or not Green Man?

St Peter’s Church, Tichfield, Hampshire Copyright © David Williams

David Williams sent me some pictures of this 
fascinating figure from St Peter’s Church, Tichfield in 
Hampshire. It is a capital supporting the archway in 
the west porch. I visited this church myself back in 
April of this year to photograph this figure and verify 
it for the gazetteer. It was originally reported as a 
green man by Clive Hicks in his gazetteer and I must 
admit I went along with description…but should I 
have?

David commented that “it is not a “Green Man” as it is 
non-foliate, but an interesting version of the genre. 
The Church literature describes it as a “Sea Monster”
but makes no reference apart from that. I believe 
that this is unusual as carved heads normally physically 
spew water as part of their function.
Some carvings of Neptune have this feature, but the 
Titchfield one lacks the beard that is common on 
Neptune sculptures.”

And so is it time to look again at those few green men 
who do not feature easily recognisable foliage in any 
way and  exclude them from the gazetteer? I would 
love to hear our members views and so have added a 
poll on the blog at:

http://thecompanyofthegreenman.wordpress.com/2011
/11/19/1212/

Page 15



Page 16

The Wildwood Tarot
Many of our members will have seen Will Worthington’s fabulous art over the 
years. Will is the creator of a number of beautifully illustrated Oracles and 
Tarots including the Druid Animal Oracle and the Green Man Tree Oracle. In 
collaboration with Kohn Mathews and Mark Ryan (remembered fondly by many of 
us as the enigmatic and monosyllabic Nasir in Richard carpenters fantastic Robin 
of Sherwood television series) he has created The Wildwood Tarot a re-working 
of the Greenwood Tarot originally created by Mark Ryan and Chesca Potter. 

The Green Man has been a powerful symbol throughout Wills career and The 
Green Man, Green Women (both pictured on this page) and other associated 
archetypes come to life in this wonderfully illustrated set of seventy eight 
cards. Will kindly gave me permission to reproduce some of the images on these 
pages along with the fabulous framed original (in one of Wills own hand made 
arts and crafts frames) of the Green Women to the right. Will explained to me 
that the original was unfortunately rejected by the American publishers and 
that he had to repaint her “with a little more decorum” (I apologise now to our 
American members for what I said when I heard this! Ranting does not become 
me) There have been a few online comments that the Greenwood Tarot should 
never have been reworked almost as if it is sacrilegious to do so. But I have to 
say that although I cherish my original Greenwood Tarot (and would never sell it 
even at the incredible price that they sell for on e-bay!) some of Chesca’s images 
still don't connect with me to the point that I sometimes find them difficult to 
work with, yet so far almost every one of Will’s Wildwood cards has brought a 
smile to my face and a nod of recognition as it connects to its intention 
perfectly. I even found myself realising that I was sometimes saying out loud 

“that’s exactly how I imagined this card.” Which I think becomes even more magical when you realise that Will had never even 
heard of the Greenwood Tarot let alone seen any of the original images until after the Wildwood Tarot was completed. 

I think this set is going to help bring a completely new generation into contact with these most wonderful and magical archetypes. 
Judging from the ever increasing amount of people visiting and interacting with The Green Man and the Jack-in-the-Green via our 
websites, many people are trying to find ways to connect (or re-connect) with those archetypes in this age of technology.

You can find out more about Will, his artwork and his music at http://www.willworthingtonart.co.uk

As a footnote I have heard a couple of reports of concerns with the quality of the cards, in particular with the backs being marked and scratched badly. One of our members who 
contacted the publishers received no response from them and a post he put on the Wildwood Tarot Facebook page regarding this was removed. Hopefully this was an isolated 
incident and I would urge anyone who does find that their cards are not up to standard to return them for an exchange straight away.

All Pictures on this page Copyright © Will Worthington (reproduced with kind permission)



Gloucester Cathedral Green Men
Pictures by Jennie Miller and Gary Truss

All Pictures on this page Copyright © Jennie Miller & Gary TrussPage 17

My thanks to Jennie and Gary for their wonderful pictures of the green men of Gloucester Cathedral. 

Gloucester Cathedral has been a place of Christian worship continuously for over 1300 years, since Osric, an Anglo-Saxon 
prince, founded a religious house there in 678-9 AD. Little is known for certain about the communities which worshipped there 
or the buildings they used over the next 400 years although it is believed that Benedictine Rule was introduced early in the 11th 
century.

The cathedral, built as the abbey church, consists of a Norman nucleus, with additions in every style of Gothic architecture. It 
is 420 feet (130 m) long, and 144 feet (44 m) wide, with a 15th century central tower rising to a height of 225 ft (69 m). The 
Cathedral houses shrine of King Edward II of England who was murdered at nearby Berkeley Castle. 

The cathedral has forty-six 14th-century misericords and twelve 19th-century replacements made by George Gilbert Scott. As 
you can see from Jennie and Gary’s wonderful pictures Green Men abound in and around Gloucester Cathedral. They can be found 
in the north transept, the north aisle. There are bosses in the cloisters and the porch and a frieze to the exterior of the 
cloisters as well as a frieze that was renewed in the 20th Century above an exterior door. The cloisters are one of the earliest 
and finest examples of English fan vaulting and were used for filming scenes from three of the Harry Potter films (we can all 
play spot the green man on Christmas day now!) The cathedral has also been used for a Doctor Who Christmas special.
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Gloucester Cathedral is one of only nine cathedrals in England to have it’s own stonemasons workshop attached. Gloucester 
Cathedral’s works yard is in Pitt Street and was set up in 1989 in order to carry out all the necessary work of conserving and 
maintaining both the Cathedral and the Precinct houses all of which are listed buildings.

There is a Master Mason,  a team of three masons and two apprentice masons allowing most of the work to be done in house. The 
Master Mason has been responsible for training over forty masons during his time at the Cathedral and as a master carver, is 
responsible for some of the intricate carving for which the Cathedral is famous. At the moment he is working on carving new 
gargoyles for the South Aisle. 

Gloucester Cathedral Green Men
Pictures by Jennie Miller and Gary Truss
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Build your own Jack & Green man
Artist extraordinaire and creator of our very own Company of the Green Man logo Rob Stephens has created the two fantastic 
build your own kits below. So there’s no excuse not to have your very own Jack in the Green or Clun Green Man on top of your 
Christmas tree this Yuletide! 

To get the kits for yourself just download the Hasting Jack in the Green from http://mildinthecountry.info/JackintheGreen.pdf
and the Clun Green Man from http://mildinthecountry.tumblr.com/post/6284583315

Just cut the pieces out, stick them together and away you go. Great for the kids, grandkids or forget them grab the blunt nose 
stickers and the Uhu glue and give it a go yourself!

You can find out more about Rob and his work at www.mildinthecountry.info

Page 19



You can help the COTGM in a wide variety of ways. Please have a look around this page and see if 
there are any projects that you would like to get involved in

Verifying entries already in the 
Gazetteer: It is essential that all the 
entries in the Gazetteer are checked 
for accuracy. If you visit a Green Man 
location that’s detailed in the 
Gazetteer please contact us to let us 
know if the information is accurate. 
You can also help us to add more detail 
to each sighting, including up to date 
photographs, GPS positions, dates etc. 
Another pair of eyes looking around a 
church or other GM location can often 
find previously unrecorded Green Men. 

Adding new sightings: There are 
probably thousands of Green Men out 
there waiting to be discovered. Have a 
look at the website to see how you can 
report a new sighting. Don’t assume 
that the Green Man in your local church 
has already been reported, there's a 
good chance it hasn’t! 

The Blog: We are 
always looking for 
sightings, stories, 
pictures, poems, 
songs…in fact anything 
that links with the 
topic of the Green 
Man. why not have a go 
and send in your own 
contribution to 
greenman@virgin.net

Events: There are many Green Man 
related events that take place each 
year. Many take place around the 1st

of May or the first weekend in May. 
Why not go along and send us some 
details of the event to go on the 
blog or even some photos to add to 
the Flickr site. If you run or take 
part in the event yourself, please let 
us know and  make sure we detail it 
on our events page, and why not 
write a blog and send some photos 
to tell everyone else about it. We 
are always happy to publicise any 
Green Man related events or 
exhibitions on our website and blog 
for free.

Theories: There are 
many theories as to why 
the image of the green 
man is so commonly 
found in churches and 
cathedrals throughout 
the UK and Europe. Have 
you heard of or read 
about a theory that we 
haven't detailed on our 
blog or website? if so 
let us know and keep the 
discussions going.

Pictures and Videos: You 
can contribute pictures in a 
variety of ways. Whichever 
way you do it the copyright 
always remains with the 
original owner and no 
pictures or images will ever 
be reproduced without your 
written permission. You can 
send us your pictures or 
videos directly and we will 
add them to the categorised 
Flickr archive or our You 
Tube archive. You can add 
your pictures to our group 
pool via our Flickr Group. 
(Photos added this way 
cannot yet be categorised). 
Or if your collection is not in 
a digital format you can 
contact us and send them to 
us for scanning and 
archiving, we’ll always return 
them to you safe and sound 
along with a free digital copy 
on disc (and as always the 
copyright remains with you) 

Green Man Pubs: We are hoping to 
record details of every pub in the UK 
that has a name relating to an aspect 
of the Green Man, including Jack in the 
Green, The Green Man, Green Man, 
Jack of The Wood etc. If you discover 
one please check whether it is on our 
listing on the website. If not we’d love 
to get details and even a picture of the 
pub sign if possible. We would also like 
to hear of any Green Man ales that 
people have discovered!

Green Man Crafts: Are you a 
carver of Green Men in wood or 
stone? An artist with a Green Man 
related exhibition coming up? A 
museum with its own Green Man? A 
storyteller who tells Green Man 
stories? Someone who has written a 
poem or song about the Green Man? 
Let us know and we’ll happily 
publicise you via the blog and 
website.

Buy books: If you buy 
your green man books or 
equipment via the 
Amazon.co.uk links on the 
shop page of our website 
you pay nothing extra but 
a small referral fee will 
go towards the Company 
of the Green Man. This 
helps us to keep our 
website and membership 
free for all our members. 

The Company of the Green Man needs you!
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Green Man Sightings
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St Michael’s Bishop Cleeve Gloucestershire
Copyright © Jennie Miller & Gary Truss 

St Peter & St Paul’s, Northleach 
Gloucestershire

Copyright © Jennie Miller & Gary Truss 

St Peter & St Paul’s, Northleach 
Gloucestershire

Copyright © Jennie Miller & Gary Truss 

St Chad’s Stafford, Staffordshire
Copyright © Jennie Miller & Gary Truss St Chad’s Stafford, Staffordshire

Copyright © Jennie Miller & Gary Truss 

St Oswald’s Ashbourne Derbyshire
Copyright © Jennie Miller & Gary Truss 



Green Man Sightings
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Denis D’Anjou France
Copyright © Mark Hodgkinson 

Jersey Rural Museum
Copyright © Dr Colin Harris

St Peter & St Paul’s Cromer, Norfolk 
Copyright © Kay Lumley St Peter & St Paul’s Cromer, Norfolk 

Copyright © Kay Lumley 

Jersey Rural Museum
Copyright © Dr Colin Harris

Denis D’Anjou France
Copyright © Mark Hodgkinson 



The Company On The Web
The main website:

www.thecompanyofthegreenman.co.uk

Continues to expand and to bring in visitors from 
around the globe. it has clocked up well over 8000 
visits since it went live in November 2008. The 
list of countries that our visitors come from has 
now exceeded 76 including   Albania, Argentina, 
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, 
Canada, Chile, China, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Egypt Faroe Islands, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Hong Kong, Hungary, 
Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Israel, 
Italy, Japan, Jersey, Kazakstan, Kenya, Kuwait, 
Latvia, Lebanon, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Macedonia, Malaysia, Mexico, Morocco, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, 
Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, 
Qatar, Romania, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, 
Senegal, Serbia, Singapore, Slovakia, South 
Africa, Spain, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Syrian Arab Republic, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey, 
Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United States 
and Venezuela!

The Blog: 

http://thecompanyofthegreenman.wordpress.com/

Is still the main area of communication for 
members and those interested in keeping up to 
date with all things Green Man and Jack-in-the-
Green. All of our members are welcome to send 
me posts that they would like included and to 
post responses to any of the posts already 
there. To respond to a post either reply directly 
on the blog or feel free to e-mail me your 
response and I will add it. 

The blog has received over 16450  visits since it 
went live in December 2008. There were 2534 
visits in 2009, 4840 in 2010 and so far in 2011 
there have already been over 9000 visits!.  The 
busiest day received over 254 visits (June 5th

2011) and the busiest month 1226 (June this 
year). The members area of the blog contains an 
archive of all our e-newsletters in .pdf format. 

Our Twitter page: 

http://twitter.com/#!/companygreenman

Is a portal to attract new users and can provide 
members with tweets about events and blog 
postings
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Our Flickr Pages:

http://www.flickr.com/photos/thecompanyofthegreenman

Continue to expand rapidly with postings to the 
categorised photographic archives as well as the 
group pool that allows green man related postings 
from all Flickr users.

The categorised archive now contains well over 
1500 pictures whilst the group pool has reached a 
staggering 5700 photos. Membership of our Flickr 
group has reached 169 and the members area also 
has it’s own separate discussion blog. 

I hope to add many more pictures to our Flickr 
archive during 2012 and members are welcome to 
send in their pictures to be included (copyrighted 
to them of course) or to post via the group pool. 
Many members make regular use of the Flickr 
pages for research purposes and for inspiration 
with artistic projects featuring the green man 
and the Jack-in-the-Green.

Our You Tube Channel:

http://www.youtube.com/user/cotgm

Is a really exciting resource that can be reached 
via the image archive page of the website. I have 
scoured You Tube to add a large quantity of video 
clips of Jack-in-the-Green events and other 
green man related videos from many locations 
going back a number of years. It gives a 
fascinating insight into current traditions and will 
provide an incredibly vivid archive for future 
generations. If any members find a video that 
I’ve missed or posts their own please let me know 
and I will link to it immediately. 

I hope to add a few video clips of my own soon 
from some of  the Jack-in-the-Green events I 
attended this year.

Our Facebook page:

http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Company-of-The-Green-
Man/65133245831

Is another portal to attract new users, if any 
members are regular facebook users and can 
give me some advice on what to add to this page 
I would love to hear from them 

The Company On The Web
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Canterbury Conundrum

The deadline for Dr Colin Harris’s 
fantastic competition has been extended 
to 10th January 2012 so that members can 
get their grey matter working during to 
keep them warm during those long winter 
nights :

Full details can be found on the next page
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We all appreciate the many forms, ubiquitous nature and beautiful designs of our Green Man friends - but there is a strange 
conundrum about the seldom seen group of Green Men and other faces to be found at Canterbury Cathedral. 

The West Porch is usually locked but our friend and guide, Patricia Jukes, kindly showed us the Green Man ceiling shown on the 
attached photographs. They date from about the 13th Century and surely these curious faces hold a very significant meaning if only 
the conundrum can be solved. So here’s the challenge – a prize is offered for the most plausible explanation, can you allocate the 
role / meaning to each Green Man face which appears on the ceiling?

The main picture above has used three superimposed photos to show the position of 13 of the 14 faces, the position of the 14th 
face is shown on the picture below. Each face is then reproduced individually around the previous page numbered 1-14.

Can you solve the puzzle? Is it solvable? Is there a biblical explanation? Does it have a local cartoon origin? Do other similar ceilings 
/ faces exist? Is their appearance in the West Porch a significant clue? Is there a story to the full picture?

Here’s your chance to exercise those neural pathways- get those thinking caps on! Please e-mail your answers to 
greenman@virgin.net by 10th January 2012. 

All answers will be passed on to Colin who will make the  final decision and will be providing a prize for the most plausible 
explanation
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See you all on the website at: www.thecompanyofthegreenman.co.uk

In the blog at: http://thecompanyofthegreenman.wordpress.com

Or amongst our Flickr pages at: http://www.flickr.com/photos/thecompanyofthegreenman

The next e-newsletter will be published in June 2012 please send any contributions to greenman@virgin.net

Jack in the green am I and master have I none 
and whilst there are trees upon this land the woods shall be my home 

To the seasons kings I bow my head as they do bow to me
for my faces are as many as the leaves upon a tree 

All images in this newsletter are copyright © Chris Walton unless otherwise stated. Our thanks to P W Jewitt for kindly allowing us to 
use his picture of  Ron's favourite Green Man on this page. And our thanks to Rob Stephens for designing our brilliant logo. You can 
find out more about Rob and his work at www.mildinthecountry.info

THE COMPANY OF THE GREEN MANTHE COMPANY OF THE GREEN MANTHE COMPANY OF THE GREEN MANTHE COMPANY OF THE GREEN MAN
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