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Season’s greetings to all members of The Company of the Green Man! This is the seventh edition of The Company of the Green Man 
e-newsletter and contains a cornucopia of all things green man. Our membership continues to grow beyond my wildest expectations 
and has now reached an incredible 330! As always my thanks to everyone who has contributed in any way towards this newsletter, 
the blog, the flickr site or the gazetteer. 

As promised in the last edition we are featuring some more of Jennie Miller and Gary Truss’s fantastic pictures, there are five 
pages of sightings, a green man superhero, poems, books and a Jack made out of hops!   

I’ve also included a list of all the Jack-in-the-Green and Green Man events for 2013. Do have a look and, if possible, head out and 
support any near you (and if possible send us some pictures and details of the event for the archive). 

The next e-newsletter will be published in June 2013.  Any and all contributions are gratefully received.

Chris Walton

greenman@virgin.net

THE COMPANY OF THE GREEN MANTHE COMPANY OF THE GREEN MANTHE COMPANY OF THE GREEN MANTHE COMPANY OF THE GREEN MAN

My thanks to Vicki Minahan for sending me this wonderful reminder that as we in the Northern hemisphere pass through autumn and 
hurtle towards what is promising to be a dark cold winter, our friends in the southern hemisphere are heading from spring into the 
long warm days of summer. A wonderful reminder that  our own spring is just around the corner…..honest!

Spring 2012

It is the pre-dawn time

A hint of light

The birds are just starting to sing

We watch as the first rays of the new spring sun peek over the hills

The Mountain Ash and Messmate leaves glow in its light

The new sun is glimpsed for the first time

We feel our hearts lighten

We watch as this new sun slowly awakens

Slowly gets bigger

Bird song gets louder

Our hearts quicken

Now is the time to throw out that which is not needed or wanted

The time for new plantings

New nurturing

Time to throw off the shackles winter can bring

Now is the time to hold each other tightly

Re-affirm friendships

Cheer on new ventures and journeys

Let’s come together at this time and be each other’s Dream Circle

Lady Cu’ - 2012
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Exeter Cathedral
Pictures by Jennie Miller and Gary Truss

Exeter Cathedral was founded in 1050, when the seat of the Bishop of Devon and Cornwall was transferred from Crediton because of 
concern about sea-raids. Its official foundation was in 1133, but it took many more years to complete. Following the appointment of 
Walter Bronescombe as bishop in 1258, the building was already recognized as outmoded, and it was rebuilt in the Decorated Gothic 
style following the example of nearby Salisbury Cathedral. Much of the original Norman building was kept, including the two massive 
square towers and part of the walls. Exeter Cathedral was constructed entirely of local stone, including Purbeck Marble. The new 
cathedral was complete by about 1400.

Exeter Cathedral suffered during the Dissolution of the Monasteries, but not as much as it would have done if it had been a monastic 
foundation. Further damage was done during the English Civil War, when the cloisters were destroyed. 

On 4 May 1942 the cathedral suffered a direct hit during an early morning air raid when the chapel of St James was completely 
demolished along with the muniment room (used for keeping records) above. Three bays of the aisle and two flying buttresses were 
also destroyed in the blast. The medieval wooden screen opposite the chapel was smashed into many pieces by the blast, but it has 
since been reconstructed and restored. Subsequent repairs and the clearance of the area around the western end of the building 
uncovered portions of earlier structures, including remains of the Roman city and of the original Norman cathedral.



Green(Bank) Man
Whilst Flicking through Spark Magazine I came across this wonderful image created by the Bristol Based visual artist Tim Floyd 
for part of the Easton Arts Trail in 2011. 

Commenting on this piece in his blog Tim wrote:

“On Saturday afternoon I headed over to Co-operation road in Greenbank and spray-painted an image of a Green Man on one of 
the bricked up doorways of the old Elizabeth Shaw chocolate factory. The foliage and berries of a Hawthorn tree are forming, 
and being disgorged by the character. I got my inspiration for this piece from images of traditional Green Man stone carvings and 
from a row of mature Hawthorne trees that form a border between the chocolate factory and the Bristol to Bath cycle path.”

Tim commented to me:

“I've done a number of pieces which have been influenced by green man imagery. I work both in two and three dimensions creating 
pieces which respond to the cycles of nature, to the processes of decay and regeneration and to the relationships between human 
beings and the natural world –the image of the green man ties in perfectly with these themes.”

To see more of Tim’s fantastic work visit his website at: www.timfloyd.co.uk
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Sightings 1

These corbels from 
Derby Cathedral 
were captured so 
atmospherically  by 
Jennie Miller and 
Gary Truss

These three images were taken by Martyn Gaunt and are from St Andrew’s Church, Utterby in Lincolnshire. Clive Hicks’
Gazetteer mentioned the foliate mask on the left. Vanessa Piggott added the Christ like figure, the wonderful Woodwose and 
an additional green man/beast all of which were verified by Martyn Gaunt.

This remarkable Green Man was photographed by Roger Vlitos and can 
be found in the ancient church of Fauntrevault in France near the life-
size effigy tombs of Richard the Lion Heart, his sister, and their 
parents Henry II of England and his Queen, Eleanor of Aquitaine.

Roger writes:

“Fontrevault was where Queen Elinor retired after the death of her 
favourite son Richard and her husband, who had kept her imprisoned 
for many years.

Next to the nave where the effigies of these grandees stand is a
chapel built in 1502. This has a low arch which you can look through if 
you were standing in the cloisters where the nuns - mainly retired 
prostitutes as well as a few aristocrats - wandered saying their 
rosaries. 

Look through the arch and it looks down at you from a few feet away. 
It is cock-eyed and has a knowing look.

In France they were called "tete de Feuilles" or "Leaf-Heads". This one 
is carved with prickly ancanthus leaves and is a bit spooky.”
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Green Man the original Comic Hero?
Publisher Eco Comics has announced the launch of a comic book series 
featuring the Green Man.

In their press release the publisher says: "Green Man has come to 
represent the environmental movement and our endangered eco-
system, and so has more relevance now than ever. It is therefore
fitting that his comic book debut will be entirely paperless and
published by Eco Comics.”

Green Man #1 is by the British team of writer Chris Bunting and 
artist John-Paul Howard. Bunting says: "I've written a number of 
cultural heavyweights but the Green Man is extra special. The 
mystery surrounding him makes him very intriguing, while an artist’s 
sketches dating from the 1230s could make him the first comic book-
style character in history.

"Yet in almost 800 years since, I don't believe that he has ever been 
given his own story, let alone comic book – until now. It is even more 
remarkable considering that the Green Man influenced Treebeard in 
J.R.R. Tolkien's Lord of the Rings, Puck in Shakespeare’s A 
Midsummer Night's Dream, and so many comic book characters."

Bunting adds: "I won’t give much away about the story itself with its 
amazing art, but the Green Man’s return is prompted by a threat to 
the last woodland in England. And when another legendary character 
turns up, all hell breaks loose."

Green Man #1 is an exclusive 'green' paperless, digital 69-page issue. 
This includes historical article, Green Man: Unearthing the Facts. It 
is available to order now in various digital formats via the Eco Comics 
store: 

www.mohawkmedia.co.uk/ecocomics

.

Chris Bunting’s mention of artist sketches dating from the 1230s refers to the famous portfolio of 
sketches by Villard de Honnecourt,  a 13th-century artist from Picardy, in northern France which can 
now be seen in the Bibliothèque Nationale, Paris. 

Villard’s portolio consists of 33 sheets of parchment containing about 250 drawings dating from around 
1220-1240. The sketches are of religious and secular figures, architectural plans, anatomical and 
geometric sketches, ecclesiastical objects and mechanical devices including a perpetual motion machine, 
a water driven saw and a trebuchet. This has lead to obvious comparisons with Leonardo da Vinci. 

The purpose of Villard’s sketches is unknown but since the 
portfolio was discovered in the mid-19th century the popular 
thought has been that Villard was an itinerant architect, mason 
or builder and that the drawings were architectural plans of 
some kind. 

There is no record of Villard’s profession but from the drawings 
it is obvious that he was interested in architecture and that he
travelled to some of the major ecclesiastical building sites of his 
day. He also records in his notes that he had visited many lands
and had made a trip to Hungary where he remained many days. 
Another more recent theory is that he was cathedral 
representative assigned to obtain a relic of St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary. 

Of interest to Green Man hunters, as well as green man comic 
enthusiasts, are his unusual sketches of foliate faces depicting
“living” green men!

So was Villard the world’s very first comic book artist?
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Sightings 2

Nev Simpson discovered a batch of unrecorded Green Men on a frieze around a building at 23 Wickham Road in Fareham, Hampshire. 
He has passed the building a million times whilst driving but it was only when he walked past it for the first time recently that he 
noticed the green men adorning the façade.

Brickwood’s was a local [Portsmouth] brewery that ran from 1848 to 1973. There are a number of old Brickwood’s buildings still 
standing in the area and most, like this one, have been converted into houses or shops, but this is the only one that Nev has seen so 
far with foliate heads.

The building, which stands at the end of Archery Lane (now closed) and the Wickham Road, used to be known as The Traveller Rest,
but closed in the late 1970’s.

Stuart Howe sent us this picture of the Fitzwilliam Arms in the village of 
Marholm in Peterborough. It is commonly known as The Green Man to the 
locals as it is next to the village's best known natural landmark, 'The 
Green Man', a 100 year old privet hedge.

Colin Harris also sent this photo from Hidcote
Manor in Gloucestershire. We would love to 
hear from anybody who has more information 
regarding the creator of this green man.
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Our congratulations to member Dr Colin Harris. After 5 years of hard work the Solihull Green Man Trail is up and running (or 
walking).

Below is a copy of the official press release:

Walk this way and hunt the Green Man in Solihull 

A new walk celebrating the mythical wonder of a staple creature of folklore has launched in Solihull.

The Solihull Green Man Trail runs in both directions from Castle Bromwich in the north of the borough to St Alphege Church, in 
Solihull town centre covering more than 20 miles.

The Trail takes its name from the historical figure of the Green Man, which has been a part of folklore for more than 3,000 
years.

Solihull no longer has any Green Men in the borough, but some nearby examples do remain. There are pubs called the Green Man in 
Coleshill, Harborne and Kenilworth, while a Green Man pub also stood on the corner of Blackford Road and Stratford Road from 
1842 – 1861. This was then renamed The George and Dragon, before being demolished. The nearest Green Men on churches are in 
Hampton-in-Arden, Temple Balsall and Henley-in-Arden.

However, with the launch of the new Trail, the spirit of the Green Man in Solihull is being kept alive.

With guidance from Solihull Council’s Neighbourhood Rangers, local schools from across the borough have used their artistic 
talent to create their own Green Men, which have been hidden along the route.

As well as hunting the Green Men, there are a number of other highlights along the route.

The Trail takes in the traditional oak woodland of Alcott Wood, the 15th century Packhorse Bridge that straddles the River 
Blythe near Hampton-in-Arden and part of the Grand Union Canal, as better known landmarks such as Birmingham Airport and 
Malvern and Brueton Parks.

Dr Colin Harris, a local expert on Green Men and other traditional features and origins of folklore, has helped pull the Trail 
together and is keen for others to start hunting the hidden green faces.

Dr Harris said: “The Green Men hidden on this trail are fantastic and I really hope that everyone walking the Trail has fun finding 
them. We need to keep alive the traditions of the Green Man because he is an endangered species and unless we pass on folklore 
like this to future generations it will fade into distant memories. I hope this Trail helps turn a few more people into green man-
iacs like me!”

Councillor Mrs Kate Wild, Cabinet Member for Community Services, said: “This Trail takes in a great section of our wonderful 
borough and is a perfect way to further explore the local environment. I’m sure anyone walking the trail will find something 
interesting on this route, whether they are a visitor or a long-term resident.”

For more information about the Green Man Trail, download the route map or pick one up from any Solihull library.

On The Trail Of The Green Men
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Sightings 3

Dr Colin Harris found the above Green Men at Sausmarez Manor on Guernsey, Channel Islands

Sarah Poole discovered this previously unlisted Green Man (with cat 
on head) above a shop in West Street, Horsham, West Sussex.  

COTGM member GW added three previously unrecorded 
green men from Norfolk:

BUXTON St. Andrew's - 13th. cent carved stone Green 
cat on west wall of nave , near entrance. 

NORWICH St. Peter Mancroft - Wooden screen (19th. 
cent.) to rear of N. side choir stalls. 

UPPER SHERINGHAM All Saints - Two GM on underside 
of rood screen - probably early 15th. cent.

HUNWORTH St. Lawrence – Pulpit.

MUNDESLEY All Saints - Exterior of Chancel Wall, two 
heads.

Astrid Morgan added two green men to the 
gazetter:

LUXEMBURG A green man wooden roof boss 
from the Church of the Trinitarians at Trier in 
Vianden.

GERMANY The mysterious green man above 
which appears to have a had a pillar constructed 
around it in the cathedral at Trier. This is a 
possible example of a “Green Christ”.

These two from Colin Harris are in Halle near Brussels.

Alexandra Nagel discovered a green man whilst visiting Orta at the peninsula 
in Lake Orta, Italy. In the lake is a small island made famous by St Giulio, 
hence the island itself, a basilica and monastery on it are named after him. 
On the pulpit in the church, made from serpentine and dating from the 
eleventh century, a wonderful green man is carved.
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The Greening of Man

Sharon Zak and David Bradshaw have created a remarkable new 
book. The book features contributors from all over the world, 
and is full to the brim with inspiring artwork, poetry and prose. 

It has been described by one reader as: “a beautiful and 
intoxicating celebration of our true spirituality”.

From the Greening of Man website:

"This book is a veritable feast of creativity focusing on the 
essence of the Greenman, our connection to the land and the 
passion that drives us to live within glorious spiritual 'Greening' 
that is with us today.

This book is a journey for the soul, an uplifting and shining 
collection of stunning artwork, photography, poetry and prose, 
blessings, meditations and personal stories. 

Much of this work has been gifted by the green-spirited souls 
who have come to know Slippery Jacks. It is their gift to you.

In this book we remember who we are; what connects us to each 
other and to this precious land. We pay tribute to the 
Greenman in all his guises.

Live with great joy and step lightly on your own unique Green 
Path.“

A4, full colour, soft cover book with 104 pages published by 
Slippery Jacks Press at £18.99 + p&p

For additional information or to purchase your own copy 
visit: www.thegreeningofman.com
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Sightings 4

Thanks to Gordon Dickinson for these pictures of one of his green man 
sculptures which is in the walled garden at Urchfont Manor in Wiltshire. The 
pictures were taken three years apart. www.pavenhillsculptures.com

Steve Austin discovered this green man in 
the beer garden of the Cinque Port Arms 
Pub in Old Hastings.

Astrid Morgan took these pictures of some 
fantastic green men at the Chester Watch 
Parade in June and the photo below of this 
year’s Abbott’s Bromley Horn Dance.

Thanks to 
Richard Todd 
one of our 
latest members 
for this picture 
of a wonderful 
green man he  
carved in Oak. 
It’s about 14" 
diameter and 
about 1 1/4" 
thick.
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Hip to be Square
(Huey Lewis & the News for those wracking their brains!)

King’s College Archway London Copyright © Nick Askew

Staffordshire Tamworth Copyright © Jennie Miller & Gary TrussNorthington Copyright © the Company of the Green Man Northington Copyright © the Company of the Green Man

Chichester Copyright © the Company of the Green Man

King’s College Archway London Copyright © Nick Askew
King’s College Archway London Copyright © Nick Askew

King’s College Archway London Copyright © Nick Askew King’s College Archway London Copyright © Nick Askew

There’s something I just love about a square green man. Here’s a very small selection from an ever expanding collection of them.
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Sightings 5

Mike Owen took this picture of 
the wonderfully enigmatic green 
man in Old Radnor church back in 
2009. Old Radnor is definitely in 
Powys (the old county of 
Radnorshire) which is definitely 
in Wales!

One from me. My annual hunt for Green Men on the 
Isles of Scilly finally came up trumps this year when 
I discovered this wonderful chap in the museum on 
St Mary’s. This captain’s chair is from the Minnehaha
which was grounded on Scilly Rock in 1910. The 
Minnehaha was built by Harland and Wolff and 
launched in 1900. On 18 April 1910 the liner grounded 
on rocks on Bryher in the Isles of Scilly while en 
route from London to New York. She remained 
stranded until 13 May when two tugs managed to pull 
her off the rocks. The cattle on board were saved by 
swimming them onto the island of Samson. In 1917 
the Minnehaha sank within four minutes after being 
torpedoed by German U-boat U-48, with 43 
fatalities off the Fastnet.

Thanks to Steve Austin for 
this picture of a carving in 
South Oxhey Woods in 
Hertfordshire

And a few more from me from a recent trip to 
Bristol where I ran across some fantastic green. 
This is just a selection of them, more to follow on 
our Flickr site.
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Haverfordwest
Pictures by Jennie Miller and Gary Truss

Haverfordwest is the county town of Pembrokeshire in Wales. The name of the town means “ford used by fat cows”.  There are 
just three Grade One places in the town, the remains of the Castle, the remains of the Priory, and St Mary's Church, the home of
these wonderful green men. It is a fine example of the Decorated style of architecture but its foundations are much older and 
the remains of a Norman church are incorporated in the massively thick south wall. The north aisle was added during the 13th

century. 

Entry to the church is through the north porch which, with the tower and the south porch, was also added in the 13th century.

The fine oak panelled roof dates from the 16th Century. The church has the oldest church registers in Pembrokeshire dating from 
1590. The organ is the largest in the county except for that in St David's Cathedral.



Sightings 6

Martyn Gaunt sent us the picture above of a Green 
Man from St. Botolph’s church in Boston (the one in 
Lincolnshire, not the one in America!) aka Boston 
Stump. 

Martyn comments: “Although Clive Hicks and our own 
gazetteer list numerous Green Men at this church, I 
think this is a new one. It is part of an external frieze 
running around the parapet on top of the north aisle of 
the church. A very helpful chap called Eric Napier who 
showed me around (a fount of knowledge on all things 
about St. Botolph’s, and author of an illustrated 
booklet about the misericords within) told me that it 
was carved about 30-35 years ago by a lady 
stonemason from Yorkshire, who travelled back and 
forth several times with the work at various stages of 
completion in her Morris traveller car. Quite what a 
piece of Ancaster stone of this size weighed I am not 
sure, but I have visions of this car travelling across 
the Humber Bridge with its front wheels only just 
touching the ground... If anyone could enlighten me as 
to the name of any likely suspects for the carver, I 
would be pleased to know.

I have also attached a photo (also in the flickr site) of 
one of the misericords at the Stump. Although Eric 
describes the subject as “a man clad in skins and 
armed with a large club is fighting a lion”, I’m pretty 
sure we’d call him a Woodwose. Thanks again to Eric, 
and any further information most welcome.

Ed: (e-mail me at greenman@virgin..net and I’ll pass 
any information on to Martyn.)

David Williams works part-time as a guide at Penrhyn Castle, a 
National Trust property near Bangor, North Wales. This property 
is a Norman Gothic Revival building constructed between 1822 and
1838, for the Pennants a leading landowning family, involved in the 
slate industry and the Jamaican sugar trade. The building is 
packed with features that were popularly thought at the time to 
be typical features of a Norman Manor. Amongst these are a large
number of "grotesques" including the representation of a Green 
Man. If nothing else, this shows that the tradition was still known 
and followed during the 19th century.

Going through his 
summer pics Sean 
Breadin (Sedayne) 
found this benchend
from the church at 
Barwick near Yeovil 
which has a certain 
atmospheric charm It 
dates from 1533.

The Church of Saint 
Mary Magdalene is a 
grade two listed 
building and is 
located just off the 
A37 at the western 
end of the village.
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The Green Man’s Seed by Felix Dennis

Bewitched within a wood one night
While counting stars by faery light, 
I fell asleep beneath a tree, 
And there the Green Man spoke to me: 

‘With counting stars, my mortal friend, 
There’s little comfort, still less end, 
For many now that brightly spark 
Have long since winked into the dark.

But since you seek to multiply, 
And earth is closer than the sky, 
I’ve planted in your sleepy head 
A seed. Think well on what I’ve said!’

About the woodlands now I go 
While counting saplings, row on row.

From The Heart of England Website:

“Felix Dennis began planting trees in the late 1990s, and has since cemented his passion for British forestry by setting up The Heart 
of England Forest Limited charity, dedicated to planting a substantial native broadleaf forest in Warwickshire. Between his personal 
country estate and The Heart of England Forest, over 1,874 acres of woodland have now been planted. Planting proceeds at the rate 
of approximately 300 acres per year. Felix often makes a personal donation to the charity equivalent to the tour proceeds.

Each year we plant in the region of 100 hectares of new woodland comprised of native broadleaved trees. We structure the species
mix to mimic the local dominant woodland type as set out by the National Vegetation Communities (NVC) woodland classifications, 
which are W8 or W10 for our area. Both are lowland broadleaved woodlands with ash or oak the dominant species respectively. These 
woodland types refer to mature woodland and include ground flora as part of the classification description. We cannot, of course, 
create all aspects of a mature woodland but aim to plant the major and minor tree species in suitable proportions to kick start the 
process and allow the woodlands to develop naturally and take on a character of their own. Major tree species for our area are; 
English oak and ash. Minor tree species include; sessile oak, birch, small leaved lime, field maple, cherry, hornbeam, aspen, sweet 
chestnut, rowan, whitebeam and willows. Our woodlands are designed with a high proportion of open space in the form of wide rides 
between woodland blocks.  These rides are typically 10 to 15 metres wide with additional more open areas up to 50 metres across.
Wild flower meadow species have been sown in the open areas to increase diversity and aesthetic quality.

The trees are planted at a density of 1080 per hectare in a random pattern between 1 and 6 metres apart.  We do not plant large 
groups of single species except for coppice areas.  However, where the ground is wet or free draining we plant a higher proportion of 
tree suited to that particular ground condition. We use trees grown from local provenance seed sources but also collect and grow on 
our own seed from the estate.  The trees are planted as bare root whips up to 60cm high usually about two years old. Our planting 
season starts in mid November and continues until the following March. Trees are protected from rabbit and deer damage but either 
1.2 metre plastic tubes or 75cm plastic spirals, the latter is also further protected by a 1.8 metre high fenced perimeter to exclude 
deer. We maintain the trees annually and more intensively in the first few years.  Work includes maintaining a weed free area around 
each tree, loss assessment and replacement of trees where necessary and straightening of trees guards where they have blown over
in the wind.  We also regularly inspect for the detrimental effects to trees from deer, rabbits, hares, voles, insects and noxious 
weeds.  Where we can have an influence we do take measures of control.

Following the first few years where possible we remove guards.  This more commonly occurs to the faster growing trees such as 
aspen, willow, cherry and birch. The management of the open space is less intensive and currently involves mowing the rides to create 
3 metre wide tracks twice a year – early July and October- and where possible we cut and remove the vegetation from the wider open 
space.  The removal of the cut material will gradually lower the nutrient levels of the soil making it more suitable to wild flower 
species.

We welcome natural regeneration of trees within our woodlands and respond positively where it occurs.  A hedgerow tree is the usual 
seed source and nearly always happens near ash trees, field maple and to a lesser extent around oak.  Oak regeneration is unusual in 
that it can occur just about anywhere in the woodland, probably dropped or buried by corvids (jays, crows, magpies, etc) or squirrels.”

For further information about the Heart of England Forest, please visit: www.heartofenglandforest.com
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Ottery St Mary
Pictures by Simon Costin

Ottery St Mary is famous for being the 
birthplace of Samuel Taylor Coleridge and the 
home of the flaming tar barrels event. The Tar 
Barrel tradition is hundreds of years old. The 
exact origins are unknown but probably started 
after the gunpowder plot of 1605. 

The West Country has a history of torchlight 
processions and burning barrels and Ottery was 
only one of the many towns and villages following 
an annual tradition involving barrels which were 
rolled in the streets on November 5th each year. 
Somewhere along the line someone decided 
rolling was tame and carrying barrels on your 
shoulders was far more appealing and so the 
present tradition was born and now Ottery is the 
only town in the country where full sized lighted 
tar barrels are carried through the streets.

Whilst visiting Ottery St Mary to see this 
incredible annual tradition Simon Costin found 
these fine chaps in the church there.

Simon Costin is Director of the Museum of British Folklore:

The Museum of British Folklore aims to promote, celebrate and revitalise the folk 
heritage of the United Kingdom.           www.museumofbritishfolklore.com

The parish church of St Mary’s was consecrated in 1260. Its towers may have been built in imitation of those at Exeter Cathedral. 
Pevsner described the building as “lying large and low like a tired beast”. It is home to one of the oldest surviving mechanical clocks in
the country as well as these remarkable medieval green men. The church is noted for its painted roof and early 16th Century fan 
vaulted aisle. The church has ten misericords dating from the building of the church.

www.museumofbritishfolklore.com



You may recall my article about the sign for the Green Man Pub 
in Flackwell Heath in e-newsletter 5. The Pub sadly closed its 
doors in early 2010 - one of the 28 pubs a week that closed 
during 2010 from the 60,000 remaining in the UK.

The sign was painted by Peter Oldreive a much respected and 
sought after pub sign painter.

Astonished that the sign was still intact I contacted the owners
to request it for our archive and I’m overjoyed to announce 
that although The Green Man Pub at Flackwell Heath has now 
been demolished the pub sign is safe and sound in our archive. 
I’m in talks with a number of interested parties who have 
approached me to display the sign on our behalf and I will keep 
members informed of progress. My thanks to all who gave their 
support.

Gold Green Man 
A strange but true tale from Dr Colin Harris.

“At the end of a recent U3A talk about the Ubiquitous Green Man a
gentleman came up to say how he had been a goldsmith and a few years ago 
an old lady had come to his workshops in the Hockley Jewellery Quarter in 
Birmingham to ask if he would make a Green Man in 9ct gold for her nephew, 
who was then terminally ill.

Some time later he found out that the gold Green Man was placed in the 
nephew’s coffin and together they were buried. I've attached the Gold 
Green Man (see picture to the left) so you can see the skill with which he 
was made. So many centuries hence a Green Man might be discovered since 
gold does not deteriorate.”

Has anyone else heard of the custom of the Green Man being buried in a 
coffin? Please do let us know greenman@virgin.net

Green Man?
Or not Green Man?

St Peter and St Paul Church, Keddington, Suffolk

Vic Ward sent me some pictures of this sadly weather beaten 
head from St Peter and Paul Church, Keddington, Suffolk. 

The question is: green man or not green man? Having been 
fooled by facial hair in the past I’m a little bit cautious. So I’m 
relying on our members for a decision on whether to class this 
one as a green man or not. I  would be grateful if you could 
complete the poll on our blog which you can access using this 
shortlink:

http://wp.me/poQEh-q9

At the Sign of the Green Man 

Snippets 1

Page 17



Wildwood Tarot App
Back in issue 5 of our e-newsletter I ran a piece on The Wildwood Tarot by John 
Mathews and Mark Ryan and illustrated beautifully by Will Worthington. It’s not often 
I quote myself but I said “I think this set is going to help bring a completely new 
generation into contact with these most wonderful and magical archetypes. Judging 
from the ever increasing amount of people visiting and interacting with The Green Man 
and the Jack-in-the-Green via our websites, many people are trying to find ways to 
connect (or re-connect) with those archetypes in this age of technology.”

And so I guess it shouldn’t have come as a surprise to find that Fools Dog, an American 
software company, has since created the Wildwood Tarot App! Optimized for iPhone
and iPad retina displays it allows you to view all of Will’s fantastic pictures in incredible 
detail. I’m a die hard bibliophile but find this app a great way to carry a virtual 
Wildwood Tarot deck around with me. The app also includes:

* All 78 Tarot cards and the 160 page guidebook.
* Prompts voiced by Mark Ryan himself.
* 8 built-in spreads, free form option, easy-to-use journal.
*Gorgeous full screen, high-resolution card images
*Design your own spread with Free Form
*Allow reversed cards or not
*Option to use Major Arcana only
*Zoom in to enlarge card details
*Share reading via email and Twitter
*Animated shuffle & cut
*Optional voice prompts
*Customize with your own card meanings & reading cloths

Will Worthington has also released limited edition copies of the Wildwood Tarot Major 
Arcana as fine art prints! There are 10 of each of seven prints available including the 
Green Man and the Green Woman at £25 each. More info at:
http://willworthingtonart.co.uk/

Snippets 2

Hall and Woodhouse, makers of Badger Beers, have produced a seasonal limited edition 
beer named The Wandering Woodwose. I managed to pick up a bottle recently and found it 
a rather enjoyable ale that is perfect as a winter tipple. Simon Williams founder of 
CAMRGB vividly describes his tasting of this ale: “Tart cooking apple homeliness and 
brandy warmth work through you and heat your belly, meanwhile there’s a big boisterous 
malty biscuit covered in gloopy toffee and flecked with freshly crushed peppercorns to get 
your mouth around. You also get a really bright and tangy, citrus tinged, rather English 
hazel wood and headgerow jam hop that prickles and pinches, stings and slaps with bramble 
spikes and blackberry leaf pith.” His advice is “If you see it, buy one and let it stand for 
about two weeks before pouring it as gently as you possibly can.”

On the Green Man Pubs section of our website I have detailed a number of Green Man ales: 
Waitrose produce their own “The Green Man” Ale. The Six Bells Brewery at Bishops Castle 
produced “Original Green Man Ale” for one day only at the Clun festival in 2009 (very nice 
it was too) . Green Man Ales in North Carolina USA produce a range of English Style Ales 
including: Green Man Gold Ale, Green Man Pale Ale, Green Man India Pale Ale, Green Man 
ESB, Green Man House Stout, Green Man Porter and Green Man Cask Conditioned Ale. And 
the Green Man Micro Brewery in New Zealand produce an even wider range of ales. There 
is a Green Jack Brewing Company in Lowerstoft. If you know of any others do let me know 
(samples gratefully accepted!)
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Snippets 3

My thanks to John Ibbotson who took on the unenviable task of 
transcribing the Welsh and Scottish sections of the gazetteer into 
the ancient steam powered web software that I use. His assistance 
has been invaluable and has enabled me to get on with some other
much needed revamping and spring cleaning of our website, blog, 
Flickr archive and other web based tools.

Many thanks to Shaun Fogharty for sending me this picture of a wonderful sculpture of himself he received as a surprise gift from 
his family. It was made by COTGM member Helen Dixon. Helen is a Sculptor and Ceramist with 20 years experience working with 
clay. She has specialised in sculpting Greenmen and Foliate faces as well as working with the human form in various media. You can 
see a collection of her work on her website at www.helencdixon.co.uk. 

COTGM member Helen wand will be the featured artist for 
December at The Otherworld Gallery, Winslow, MK18 3HF.

Her shop on etsy.com is called HelenWandArt. 

Chris Lindgren lives in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan in 
Canada and has sent us a couple of photos that have 
been favourites of his for a few years. He makes 
Greenman-inspired masks for a hobby and says he is 
fortunate enough to have two kids who are willing to 
wear such things so he can photograph them. These 
pictures were taken at a retreat centre not far from his 
home ("Ancient Spirals"), right on the South 
Saskatchewan riverbank. 

Chris says “Ancient Spirals is considered by many to be 
a 'sacred place', and it really is a space that fills a 
person with awe and reverence for nature.”

As I am sure you have all  heard by now ash dieback disease which is 
caused by the fungus, Chalara fraxinea. poses a significant risk to 
our native ash trees. 

For the most up to date information on the spread of the disease
and what you can do to help visit the Forestry Commission Website 
at: http://www.forestry.gov.uk/
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The Faversham Hop Jack (Picture by Quentin Fletcher)

2012 saw the first outing of the Faversham 
Hop Jack, a wonderful new incarnation of the 
traditional Jack-in-the-Green.

The Faversham Hop Festival is an annual two-
day family event which sets out to 
commemorate the golden days of hop-picking 
when families would come to Kent and pass the 
evenings with music and stories. 

Gordon Newton can be credited with inventing 
the festival. As one of the acknowledged 
founders of the Sweeps festival in Rochester, 
he wanted to do something similar in 
Faversham. After a few years, Faversham 
Town Council took on running it and then, as it 
grew, Swale Borough Council looked after it. 
Now the festival is organised by volunteers 
from the very community it grew from.

The Hop Jack was crafted by the Seven 
Champions, a Molly Team from the Frittenden
Treacle Mine in Kent. Molly dancing is a form 
of English Morris dance, traditionally enacted 
by out-of-work ploughboys in midwinter during 
the 19th century.

Next year’s Hop Festival will take place on 
Saturday 31st August &  Sunday 1st September 
2013.

My thanks to Quentin Fletcher for these 
wonderful pictures of the event.

You can find out more about the Faversham 
Hop Festival at: 
http://favershamhopfestival.org/
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Green Man Cards
I am regularly asked by members if any of the pictures in the Flickr archive 
are available to buy and I’m really excited to finally be able to say yes! 

I’ve arranged to sell some greetings cards featuring pictures I have taken 
myself over the years via Greeting Card Universe. All the cards are 
professional grade printed on 111 lb card in the UK and delivered in 1-3 
business days. You can customise the inside for your own message at no extra 
charge or leave them blank to write yourself. The first card is live now ready 
for the Yuletide season and I will be adding to the collection regularly. 

I will only be using images I have taken myself and that are copyrighted to me. 
Those members who contribute photos to the archive or the Flickr site can 
rest assured that I will never use their images in any way without their 
express written permission.

You can see the first card in the collection in my shop at:

http://www.greetingcarduniverse.com/cotgm



Events for 2013

New Year

Twelfth Night Celebrations Sunday 6th January

February 

Marsden Imbolc Fire Festival

April/May

Bristol Jack-in-the-Green

Blue Bell Hill (Rochester Sweeps) Jack-in-the-Green

Yaxley (Cambridgeshire) Jack-in-the-Green (Starting 2013)

Guildford Jack-in-the-Green

Hastings Jack-in-the-Green Festival

Deptford Jack-in-the-Green

Brentham May Day and Jack-in-the-Green

Knutsford May Day and Jack-in-the-Green

City of London Jack-in-the-Green

Oxford Jack-in-the-Green

Whitstable Jack-in-the-Green

Winchcombe Jack-in-the-Green

Ilfracombe Jack-in-the-Green

Highworth Jack-in-the-Green

Tunbridge Wells Jack-in-the-Green

High Wycombe Jack-in-the-Green

Beltane Bash Jack-in-the-Green (London)

Edinburgh Beltane Fire Festival

Clun Green Man Festival

The Beltaine Event (Butser in Hampshire)

June

Chester’s Midsummer Watch Parade

July

Green Man Day - Pilton Festival (Barnstaple)

September 

Carshalton Straw Jack

October/November

Edinburgh Samhain Fire Festival

The list of annual events for 2013 is full to bursting! Please go to the website at www.thecompanyofthegreenman for more 
information and, where available, links to each event’s own web page for confirmation of dates and times. If you know of any 
events I’ve missed please do get in touch. Do try and head out and support any events near you (and if possible send us some 
pictures and details of the event for the archive).
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The bibliography on the website grows month by month as more books with information about the Jack-in-the-Green and the 
Green Man are published. I try to keep it as up-to-date as possible but, if you are aware of any titles I have missed, please do get 
in touch with the details and I’ll update the bibliography as soon as possible. 
Many of the books listed here are available via our bookshop on the main website at www.thecompanyofthegreenman.co.uk. If you 
buy your green man books via our Amazon links you pay nothing extra but a small referral fee will go towards the Company of the 
Green Man. This helps us to keep our website and membership free for all our members.
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Obituary - Doug Adams

Douglas Adams, who died on 21st September 2012, was lead 
musician for Fowlers Troop and the Deptford Jack-in-the-Green. 
He also played melodeon for several morris teams in south east 
London as well as leading bands and playing at English music 
sessions.

Originally from Devon, he arrived in Greenwich in the mid 1970s 
following his Applied Physics degree at Lanchester Polytechnic, 
now part of Coventry University.  He led various bands, most 
recently the Pigeon English Band, a house band at the Musical 
Traditions Club in central London.  

He then joined Blackheath Morris Men who, in the early 1980s, 
revived the tradition of Fowlers Troop and the Deptford Jack-in 
–the-Green for which Doug was musician on the first and most 
subsequent May Days. The tradition continues and Doug was out 
on May Day 2012.  Doug also played for Fowlers Molly Dancers 
and the border morris team Tylers Men.  

Anyone who has participated in the Deptford Jack in the Green 
will know what a crucial part Doug’s music played. He held the 
music together while crossing roads, negotiating road works, 
trying to stop members of Fowlers Troop walking in front of the 
traffic, all in sometimes lovely weather but quite often in pouring 
rain!  May Day 2013 is going to seem pretty strange without him.

In 1999 Doug was successfully treated for non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma.  In June 2011 he was treated for lung cancer.  This 
recurred in August 2012 but proved to be inoperable. His funeral
was on 4th October at Bratton Clovelly, Devon.

Doug leaves behind his brother Bruce and family and many 
friends from the music and dance world and all his workplaces.

Sarah Crofts
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See you all on the website at: www.thecompanyofthegreenman.co.uk

In the blog at: http://thecompanyofthegreenman.wordpress.com

Or amongst our Flickr pages at: http://www.flickr.com/photos/thecompanyofthegreenman

The next e-newsletter will be published in June 2013 please send any contributions to greenman@virgin.net

Jack in the green am I and master have I none 
and whilst there are trees upon this land the woods shall be my home 

To the seasons kings I bow my head as they do bow to me
for my faces are as many as the leaves upon a tree 

All pictures and  images in this newsletter are copyright © to the original photographers (details available on request) unless 
otherwise stated and may not be reproduced without the permission of the copyright owners. Our thanks to P W Jewitt for kindly 
allowing us to use his picture of  Ron's favourite Green Man on this page. And our thanks to Rob Stephens for designing our brilliant 
logo. You can find out more about Rob and his work at www.mildinthecountry.info
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