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Welcome to the long awaited (and longer promised) first edition of The Company of the Green Man newsletter since its 
resurrection in November 2008. This issue is dedicated to the memory of Ronald Millar who founded the Company in 1998. 
Ronald kept us informed and amused on all things Green Man (and a myriad of other topics) with his newsletters for seven 
years from issue 1 in September 1998 up to – issue 27 in September 2005. Sadly Ron passed away in early 2006.

Three years after Newsletter 27 in November 2008 I felt it my duty to continue the great work that Ron Began and to re-
awaken The Company of the Green Man. The response I have had has been overwhelming.

Since the main website was set up almost exactly a year ago we have received over 3500 visits (that’s about 9 a day on 
average). The website has had hits from over 40 countries spanning the globe including: The United States, Canada, Australia, 
Netherlands, Germany, Thailand, France, Belgium, Japan, New Zealand, Spain, South Africa, Italy, Mexico, Sweden, Ireland, 
Finland, Austria, Russian Federation, Czech Republic, Poland, Denmark, Switzerland, Hungary, Greece, Malaysia, Argentina, 
United Arab Emirates, Slovakia, Luxembourg, Norway, Albania, Kenya, India, Indonesia, Brazil, Chile, Guatemala, Hong Kong, 
Serbia, Romania, Pakistan and Taiwan! The red dots on the map below puts our web readership into context! It seems that the 
Green Man is indeed global in his appeal.

More than 80 people have joined the Company itself and our membership is drawn from the UK, the United States, Australia, 
New Zealand, Spain, Holland and Germany. 90 people have joined our Flickr Group. And we have over 760 pictures in our main 
categorised Flickr archive, and over 2000 in our uncategorised group pool!
The Gazetteer is expanding rapidly with nearly 400 locations now listed (some of which contain multiple green men) A large 
quantity of sightings still need adding to the Gazetteer and I hope to use the long nights of winter to add all the sightings 
currently sitting in notebooks and lists on my desk to at least double the quantity! (More info about the Gazetteer and how you 
can contribute or assist later in this newsletter)

The blog has had over 2000 views since it was set up in December 2008 (an average of about 6 a day) the busiest day clocking 
up over 180 views! 

My original intention had been to produce a quarterly newsletter but the success of the blog (my inability to meet deadlines on 
a Douglas Adam’s like scale!) and feedback from our members has led to a slight change of direction. I intend to use the blog 
as our main forum of communication along with the discussion pages on our flickr site. I will produce this newsletter at least 
twice a year (November/December and May/June and will fill it with new material, contributions from our members, extracts 
from the original newsletters that Ronald produced and anything that you would all like to see here. Remember this is your 
newsletter, please let me know what you would like to see within it’s pages.

I hope you enjoy this edition. The boots I had to fill were rather large and daunting!

My best wishes to all our members and my thanks for your kind support for my first year as guardian of the COTGM

Chris Walton
greenman@virgin.net
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You can help the COTGM in a wide variety of ways. Please have a look around this page and see if 
there are any projects that you would like to get involved in

Verifying entries already in the 
Gazetteer: It is essential that all the 
entries in the Gazetteer are checked 
for accuracy. If you visit a Green Man 
location that’s detailed in the 
Gazetteer please contact us to let us 
know if the information is accurate. 
You can also help us to add more detail 
to each sighting, including up to date 
photographs, GPS positions, dates etc. 
Another pair of eyes looking around a 
church or other GM location can often 
find previously unrecorded Green Men.

Adding new sightings: There are 
probably thousands of Green Men out 
there waiting to be discovered. Have a 
look at the Gazetteer page in this 
newsletter to see how you can report a 
new sighting. Don’t assume that the 
Green Man in your local church has 
already been reported, there's a good 
chances it hasn’t! 

The Blog: We are 
always looking for 
sightings, stories, 
pictures, poems, 
songs…in fact anything 
that links with the 
topic of the Green 
Man. why not have a go 
and send in your own 
contribution to 
greenman@virgin.net

Events: There are many Green Man 
related events that take place each 
year. Many take place around the 1st

of May or the first weekend in May. 
Why not go along and send us some 
details of the event to go on the 
blog or even some photos to add to 
the Flickr site. If you run or take 
part in the event yourself, please let 
us know and  make sure we detail it 
on our events page, and why not 
write a blog and send some photos 
to tell everyone else about it. We 
are always happy to publicise any 
Green Man related events or 
exhibitions on our website and blog 
for free.

Theories: There are 
many theories as to why 
the image of the green 
man is so commonly 
found in churches and 
cathedrals throughout 
the UK and Europe. 
Have you heard of or 
read about a theory 
that we haven't 
detailed on our blog or 
website? if so let us 
know and keep the 
discussions going.

Pictures: You can contribute 
pictures in a variety of ways. 
Whichever way you do it the 
copyright always remains 
with the original owner and 
no pictures will ever be 
reproduced without your 
written permission. You can 
send us your pictures 
directly and we will add 
them to the categorised 
Flickr archive. You can add 
your pictures to our group 
pool via our Flickr Group. 
(Photos added this way 
cannot yet be categorised). 
Or if your collection is not in 
a digital format you can 
contact us and send them to 
us for scanning and 
archiving, we’ll always return 
them to you safe and sound 
along with a free digital copy 
on disc (and as always the 
copyright remains with you) 

Green Man Pubs: We are hoping to 
record details of every pub in the UK 
that has a name relating to an aspect 
of the Green Man, including Jack in the 
Green, The Green Man, Green Man, 
Jack of The Wood etc. If you discover 
one please check whether it is on our 
listing on the website. If not we’d love 
to get details and even a picture of the 
pub sign if possible. We would also love 
to hear of any Green Man ales that 
people have discovered!

Green Man Crafts: Are you a 
carver of Green Men in wood or 
stone? An artist with a Green Man 
related exhibition coming up? A 
museum with its own Green Man? A 
storyteller who tells Green Man 
stories? Someone who has written a 
poem or song about the Green Man? 
Let us know and we’ll happily 
publicise you via the blog and 
website.

Buy books: If you buy 
your green man books 
from the Amazon.co.uk 
links on the shop page of 
our website you pay 
nothing extra but a small 
referral fee will go 
towards the Company of 
the Green Man. This 
helps us to keep our 
website and membership 
free for all our members. 
You can also buy COTGM 
merchandise from our 
Cafepress shop (more 
details later in this 
edition…..
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The Church of St John the Evangelist in Northington, Berkshire was built through the generosity of the 4th Lord Ashburton 
and his wife Leonora. It replaced a church built in 1832 by Edward Hunt which in turn stood on the site of a Mediaeval 
church,. Unusually the modern day church does not stand on the site of these two churches, they stood in what is now the car 
park and material from both the buildings was used as aggregate for the concrete during the construction of the modern 
building. The architect was Sir Thomas Graham Jackson a pupil of Sir Gilbert Scott.

This church is remarkable in many ways, all it’s fittings were designed by one man as a single concept and it has remained 
largely unaltered since it’s original construction in 1885. It is also (as I was to discover) literally bursting with Green Men (and 
a Green Women).

The exterior is built in a late gothic style with flints bedded into concrete panels so that unskilled estate workers could carry 
out much of the construction. The pulpit is reached through a wonderful spiral staircase within a projecting stair turret. The 
tower began as a simple affair but after Lady Ashburton saw the one of St John’s Glastonbury (Where another Green Man 
resides) “nothing would do but something of the same kind here”
I arrived at St John’s on a wonderful sunny spring day back in April searching for what Clive Hicks Gazetteer only described 
as “West Door – roundel (C19).” I expected to be wander around for half an hour or so and then leave with a few pictures of 
a single basic green man. Around about two hours later I left this incredible church having found a total of no less than seven 
fantastic green men and a wonderful green women!

Two small square green men can be found either side of the archway on the very impressive porch doorway facing each other. 
The green women is directly opposite this door as you enter the church on an internal archway. Wander down the nave and you 
will pass three carved green men on wooden panels at the ends of the pews that are breathtaking in their workmanship. Back 
outside the church walk around the lovely grounds of the church to the east side and you will find two more high up on the 
flint panels in the wall. 

I left this church absolutely bowled over by the quantity and quality of the green men (and women) that I had found. Sir 
Thomas Graham Jackson was responsible for work at various colleges in Oxford (including The Bridge of Sighs) and much of 
Brasenose College. He is also responsible for another two churches in Hampshire. One I believe to be All Saints in East 
Stratton (Which I hope to visit soon). The other one I’m still trying to track down, along with a list of other churches that he 
was responsible for to see whether hi s green man motive was a one off at St John’s church or continued throughout his 
designs. If anyone can help please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me via the website or blog or by e-mailing me directly at 
greenman@virgin.net



Page 5

This article was written by Ronald Millar for the COTGM Newsletter number 4 June 1999 and is exactly reproduced.

WELL after the Norman Conquest it is said that a squirrel could cross England from the Severn to the Wash without 
touching the ground. Much of the population lived in clearings, surrounded by encroaching woodland, a place of wild 
beasts which bit and scratched and wild men with knives and clubs. As the breezes blew the trees whispered together 
or roared in anger in autumn gales. And they lived much longer than humans

Small wonder then primitive peoples should identify trees with gods, even see them as distant ancestors. Throughout Western 
Europe the Druids worshipped oak and rowan and gifted them supernatural powers. When people touch wood to ward off 
misfortune or evil this is a sign of devotion to the tree spirits, a supplication for a blessing. Some could cure, others kill, all 
had different powers which required respect and awe. 

Apple
The apple has been a symbol of fruitfulness since early times. The rhyme ‘An apple a day keeps the doctor away’ is believed to 
have originated in Norse myth where the fruits were given to the gods to ward off old age. Apples were used to divine whom a 
girl might marry. The apple was peeled in one piece then thrown over a shoulder and should form the initial of the future 
husband. 'Wassailing' was a ceremony to ensure a good apple crop and is still used in the West Country, usually on Twelfth 
Night. The felling of an apple tree enrages the gods and to eat the last apple left on a tree ensures the consumer of early 
death.
Ash
An old Yuletide custom was to burn an ash faggot bound with green twigs. A wish is made as each bond snaps. Unmarried girls 
can chose a bond which will decided which one will be the first to be wed. All sorts of diseases were cured by passing the 
sufferer through a cleft ash branch which was after bound and sealed with earth. As the branch healed so did the sufferer. 
A shrew was entombed in a hole bored into the bole. As the shrew died a sick animal was cured. 
Birch
In Herefordshire the birch was decorated with red and white rags, then propped against the stable door on May Day to 
prevent horses from being 'hag-ridden' by witches and their manes knotted by fairies. Some rustics and their brides 
considered themselves legally married if they leap over a birch broom laid across the threshold of their new home.
Elder
It is unlucky to bring elder into a home. This is because elder was used for the Cross and Judas Iscariot hanged himself from 
one. This is a Christian and comparatively modern superstition. Elder has always been considered an evil omen. It is the 
witches' tree. The scent of elder is believed to be poisonous and death is visited on anyone who dares to sleep under one. 
Hawthorn
Maypoles were made of hawthorn to symbolise joy at the return of summer and it was used to wreathe a human Green Man to 
represent the spirit of the woods. Festoon the door of a cowshed with hawthorn to assure a plentiful milk supply. Branches 
laid across roof beams by someone not a member of the family will protect a house from storms, spirits and witches -
probably the origin of roof topping with a bush that is still quite common.
Hazel
Forked hazel wands cut on St John Eve are useful for finding buried treasure and until the late Middle Ages were used to 
point out thieves. Diviners used them to discover underground water or lost metal objects.
Holly
Holly hedges protect households, even fields, from the evil eye, poisons, storms and fire. Left-over holly sprigs in cowsheds 
make cows thrive. Hedgers are sometimes reluctant to cut holly and will leave untrimmed a bush in a hedgerow.
Juniper
A bonfire of juniper wards off plague. A dream about juniper berries foretells a male heir or some other fortunate 
circumstance, although a dream about the tree itself is disastrous. 
Oak
An oak is human and will emit shrieks and groans if felled. It protects against lightning and a nail driven into a trunk will cure 
toothache. Carry an acorn in a pocket to preserve youth. 
Poplar
As well as die elder wood from the trembling poplar or aspen was used for the Cross. Illnesses involving trembling will be 
cured by attaching a lock of the sufferer's hair and chanting a spell. 
Rowan
Rowan or mountain ash gives protection from witchcraft. In thundery weather milkmaids tied rowan twigs to buckets to 
prevent the contents from, going sour. Twigs tied with red thread are hung outside stables and Jiouses to protect the 
inmates. Garlands of it were hung about pig necks to aid fattening and the berries fed to cows in calf and mares in foal to 
ensure painless birth.
Willow
Although a gift of willow on a may morning brings luck a fire made of it invited evil. The tree is a emblem of grief and lost 
love.
Yew
Yew groves are reputed to be sacred to Druids and many Christian churches built on the sites although this is attributed to 
the protection given by the yew from storms raised by witches. Yew is a symbol of resurrection and branches were used to 
line graves.

� KNOCK ON WOOD  �
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The Gazetteer is expanding every day. I’m hoping to get it as up to date as 
possible over winter and incorporate every known sighting detailed in known 
gazetteers and other sources. When this is completed it should become much 
easier for Green Man hunters out there to know instantly from our website 
whether the one they have just spotted is already detailed or is an undiscovered 
gem!

To add your sighting to the gazetteer we would really like as much detail as 
possible, but even one detail from the list below will help us on our way and will 
mean that others can follow up and help to add other details:

The basic information that we would like to build up for each sighting is:

Picture: In digital format preferably, but we can convert anything else for you

Place: i.e St Mary’s Church Sileby in Leicester

Location: i.e. roof boss in main aisle, or rood screen in chancel

Map or GPS coordinates: These make it just that bit easier for others to find

Age of Green Man: Many churches have literature available detailing this.
Otherwise vicars, churchwardens and guides have proved invaluable to me over 
the years and once or twice have even led me to a room that is off limits to the 
public and pointed to an incredible undiscovered green man with the words “is 
that one?”

Who you are: If you found it and it’s never been registered with us or in any 
known gazetteers before then you will be detailed as the original source. We 
also need people to verify those sightings already detailed in the gazetteer to 
check that they are correct. Verifiers will also be detailed in the gazetteer.

One other tip: if the sign says “no photography” don’t resort to a blurry secretly 
snapped picture and hope for the best. Go and ask someone nicely. So far after 
explaining what I do I haven't had my request turned down once! 

There are hundreds perhaps thousands more undiscovered green men out 
there…what are you waiting for?

St Michael’s Aston Tirrold
Oxfordshire

St Mary’s Church
Lutterworth, Leicestershire

St Mary’s Church 
Sileby, Leicestershire

St Mary’s Church
Langley Marish Berkshire

St John The Baptist Church 
South Moreton, Oxfordshire



The Jack-in-the-Green, Jack o’ the Green or Jack i’ the Green was (and indeed is) 
a traditional participant in May celebrations and May Day parades in England. A 
large framework is covered in combinations of foliage and flowers and is often 
topped with an intricate crown of flowers. The whole structure is then worn by a 
participant who  parades the Jack around.

The tradition may stem from the creation of intricate garlands of flowers during 
the 16th and 17th Century which were carried by guilds during the may day 
celebrations. The garlands became more and more elaborate, indeed in the 18th 
Century milkmaids would carry garlands on their heads with ever expanding 
quantities of silver objects on them. As each guild tried to outdo the other 
participants (and receive more coins from the admiring crowds)  the all covering 
structure now known as the Jack was created. Some believe it was first used by 
the Sweeps Guilds who were intent on earning as many coins as possible to help 
them through what was traditionally the quietest part of the year for their 
business, hence the continuing connection with sweeps. Varied musicians became 
involved as did dancers and general mayhem ensued. Others believe it may be an 
even older tradition. By Victorian times the practice began to die out but it has 
been revived in recent years in a number of places.

On May 2nd 2009 I headed to Bristol to see the cities very own Jack-in-the-
Green. I admit that I haven't got on well with Bristol in the past, having spent 
most of my previous times in the city either lost or in the process of getting lost 
in a car! I had a rough idea of what I might see having witnessed a Jack in the 
past, but nothing prepared me for what was to be a truly magical experience. A 
Jack-in-the-Green was recorded in Bristol around 1865 by a lady who 
remembered seeing him with a sweep and a queen on the outskirts. The revived 
Bristol Jack in the Green appears on the first Saturday in May each year. 

Waiting outside the Arnolfini in the harbourside with a hot cup of 
coffee in one hand and a bacon roll in the other (there’s a very handy 
café across the road) I was wondering whether my day might be 
better spent trying to visit as many of Bristols churches as possible 
to see if I could help expand the green man gazetteer some more. I 
had already spent a fruitful morning at St Mary Redcliffe church 
after arriving from the park and ride and was itching to head for the 
Cathedral. But then across the bridge I caught site of Jack and his 
followers (sometimes known as Bogies) and that was it, I was caught 
up in the magic. After having my face daubed with some of “Jacks 
Magic” (green face paint) for luck I then spent the next six hours 
following Jack and his wonderful retinue through the streets of 
Bristol. True I headed off a couple of times for sustenance and to 
bag a couple of green men that were just too close to miss. But I was 
there when Jack passed through bustling St Nicholas’s Market and I 
saw the wonderment on the faces of children and adults alike. I drank 
the occasional half pint to Jack in various public houses he stopped at 
along the way. 

But most of all I was there at Horfield Common when after a final 
dance Jack’s beautiful Garland was carefully removed to complete its 
own special journey and Jack was struck with a spear and died. His 
leaves were stripped from him by onlookers for good luck and 
bountiful harvests (My leaves are still very green and the potatoes 
did particularly well this year!) and then the wicker cage was dragged 
away until next year leaving a river of fallen leaves in its wake. It was 
a truly wonderful experience and I am extremely grateful to Jack and 
his followers for putting up with me following along and taking 
hundreds of photos. Next year I have promised myself I shall go and 
see the Hastings Jack for myself. But I shall also raise a glass to his 
cousin in Bristol and will be back there again another spring.

In 2010 the Bristol Jack-in-the-Green will be parading through the 
cities streets on Saturday 1st May. There is an excellent park and 
ride service in Bristol. Details of Jack’s itinerary are on the next page
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This is the rough timetable 
for the Bristol Jack (times are 
very approximate and based 
loosely on previous years) 

10.30am Jack is awakened by 
the music and dancing of his 
attendants. If you wait 
outside the Arnolfini at the 
harbourside you can watch him 
cross the bridge and dance 
before setting off along the 
harbourside towards the 
Centre of Bristol

From the Centre, Jack travels 
to Broadmead, on his way 
passing along King Street and 
Welsh Back, through St 
Nicholas Market (approx  
11:00am)  then along Wine 
Street and Union Street, and 
into the centre of Broadmead
(approx 11:30am)

From Broadmead, Jack travels 
along the Horsefair (approx 
12:00) and across the 
Haymarket by the Bay Horse, 
then up Maudlin Street and to 
the very top of St Michael's 
Hill (approx 12:30)

From the top of St Michael's 
Hill, Jack travels through 
Kingsdown, Cotham and 
Redland. He crosses into 
Clarence Place and dances 
along the narrow paths 
between the houses, 
eventually arriving on 
Kingsdown Parade (approx 
2:15pm)

Next he passes along Cotham
Side, Clare Road and 
Fremantle Road, before 
processing along Redland 
Grove (approx 3:00pm) and 
Carnarvon Road.

Finally, Jack makes his way up 
Gloucester Road (approx 
3:30pm) from the junction 
with Zetland Road. He dances 
along the Promenade, and then 
among the Saturday afternoon 
shoppers, all the way to Ash 
Road, where he turns and 
heads for Horfield Common 
(approx 4:00pm)

At Horfield Common, the 
attendants mark the end of 
Jack's journey with a final 
dance. But then Jack is killed 
and his foliage is stripped and 
taken away by onlookers to 
release the Spirit of Summer.
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This fascinating and extremely enigmatic Green Man gazes across the graveyard out to sea from one side of an external 
arch of St Augustine’s Church in Ramsgate. Approached via a small gate to the side of the church you need to make your 
way along the back of the church until you reach an arched doorway at the other side of the church. 

Although I had seen photos of this Green Man it was still a real surprise to see the quality and intricacy of the design up 
close and I challenge anyone not to feel the hairs rise on the back of their neck when they first see him in situ!  

The Church was designed by the architect Pugin (1812-1852) who is best remembered for his work on numerous churches 
as well as the Houses of Parliament.

Pugin’s own house “The Grange” is next door to the Church which Pugin actually built for himself. Work on the Church 
began in 1844 but was not finished at Pugin’s death (He is buried in a vault beneath the chapel.) It was completed by his 
eldest son Edward.

The inspiration for the Green Man probably came from Pugin’s father Auguste Charles, who wrote Gothic Ornaments, 
Selected from Various Buildings in England and France, published in 1831. The carver may have been either George Myers 
who built the church for Pugin or one of his more promising apprentices.

I am indebted to Abbot Paulinus Greenwood OSB and Catriona Blaker of The Pugin Society for their assistance in finding 
information about this wonderful Green Man
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Detailed below are some of the annual events that feature either the Green Man or a Jack-in-the-Green. More 
details on each event can be found on the annual events pages of the website at: www.thecompanyofthegreenman.co.uk
where you will also find web links to enable you to get full details of dates and itineraries for 2010. If we have 
missed an event that you know about please don’t hesitate to e-mail me with details at greenman@virgin.net

Bristol Jack in the Green

The Bristol Jack in the Green appears on the first Saturday in May starting from the historic Harbourside (outside the Arnolfini) 
and leads a magical procession through the streets of Bristol eventually ending the day on Horfield Common where he dies to 
release the spirit of summer. 

Rochester Sweeps Festival and Jack-in-the-Green

The Rochester Sweeps festival still has a Jack in the Green Ceremony where the Jack is awoken on Blue Bell Hill on May Morning 
and is paraded through the streets during the three day festival attended by hundreds of Morris Teams

Hasting Jack-in-the-Green Festival

The Hastings Jack-in-the-Green festival was revived by Keith Leech in 1983 and is now one of the biggest annual gatherings of 
Morris Dancers in the country.  The Jack is “released” every year and is central to the festival.

Deptford Jack-in-the-Green

The Fowlers Troop Jack in the Green goes out on the streets of South East London or the City of London every May Day

Brentham May Day and Jack-in-the-Green

Brentham has a big celebration every May which includes a Jack in the Green

Knutsford May Day and Jack-in-the-Green

May Day in Knutsford is celebrated over the May Bank holiday weekend. The main focus is the May Queen but there is a Jack in 
the Green

City of London Jack-in-the-Green

The City of London Jack-in-the-Green appears in the City on May Day

Oxford Jack-in-the-Green

A Jack in the Green who appears in Oxford on May Day

Whitstable Jack-in-the-Green

Oyster Morris organise the Whitstable Jack 

Beltane Bash 

The parade in 2009 (Sunday 24th May) started from the Conway Hall Red Lion Square London WC1 at 10:30 Led by traditional 
giants, the Jack-in-the-Green, Thor & Holda, Herne and Andred, Naughty Fairies and The Bogies.

Green Man Day—Pilton Festival (Barnstaple)

The Green Man Day includes a stilt walking Green Man resplendent in foliage. The ritual enacted at the festival is believed to 
represent the initial antagonism of the Prior of Pilton and the Green Man and his subsequent inclusion within the church (The 
church of St Mary has it’s own Green Man) The festival is usually held on the third weekend in July

Clun Green Man Festival

The Clun Green Man Festival is a springtime festival, held over three days on the first May Bank Holiday of the year. The Festival 
takes place in the picturesque town of Clun in South Shropshire and features a modern interpretation of the Green Man
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The official 2010 
Company of the Green Man Calendar

I’m often asked whether any of the pictures of green men that feature on our 
website, blog and flickr sites are available to purchase as prints. I’m conscience 
that some members may not like the idea of commercialising the green man. But I 
hope that if we can do so in a unique and respectful way we can both help to keep 
the image of the green man in his myriad of forms alive and vibrant for future 
generations and also contribute towards leaving a lasting legacy.

And so I have created The Company of the Green Man’s very own 2010 Calendar 
which can be purchased through the Company's own Cafepress shop which is 
located at http://www.cafepress.co.uk/cotgm

You can also use the link from the Green Man Shop page on the website or the link 
at the bottom left hand side of the website’s homepage all found at: 
http://www.thecompanyofthegreenman.co.uk

Currently we have the official Company of the Green Man Calendar which shows a 
different fantastic Green Man for every month of the year. Also a one page green 
man calendar detailing a collage shown at the top right of this page. Finally our 
official mug also shows the collage of green men above. 

It’s a free facility from cafepress and so I’m limited with the quantity of images 
and products that can be on at any one time. But if you have a specific request 
just e-mail me and I’ll see what I can do. Products are available worldwide, just 
click on the currency converter at the top of the page.

For copyright purposes I will only be using images that I have taken or created 
myself no other images will ever be used without written agreement with the 
copyright holder.

A small percentage of each sale heads our way (as do a few pennies each time you 
buy a book from Amazon.co.uk via our bookshop, or click on the adverts at the 
bottom of our home page) and 10% of all monies that we make during 2010 will go 
via the Woodland Trust for the specific purpose of planting native species of 
trees in the UK. Sadly today the UK is one of the least wooded countries in 
Europe and only 40% of these woods are native. Over the past 30 years the 
Woodland Trust has been working hard to create new native woodland throughout 
the UK for the benefit of both people and wildlife. 

The remainder will go towards keeping membership of The Company of the Green 
Man free, maintaining and upgrading the website, providing our flickr archive and 
a number of other exciting green man projects that are whirling around in my 
head.

I’m also often asked by third party companies for use of images from our 
photographic library. I will always direct third party requests directly to the 
copyright holder (original photographer) and let them make their own decisions on 
the uses of their images.
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By Bruce Eaton

The ancient tradition of ‘Wassailing’ the apple trees on the 17th January (Old Twelfth Night) is particularly associated with 
Somerset and the South West of England, and is one of a number of folk customs termed ‘Wassailing’. In this instance the aim 
of the wassail is threefold, to drive evil spirits out of the orchard, to invite the good spirits in and to wake the apple trees up 
from their winter slumber. It is also a time to drink copious amounts of scrumpy cider and have a pig roast and a bonfire.

The evil spirits are dealt with easily enough by banging on pots and pans, blowing whistles and maybe firing off a shotgun or 
two. This accomplished the wassilers now sing to the apple trees to wake them up. There are many traditional wassailing songs 
and different localities have there own versions. The song below is sung each year at the Butchers Arms pub in Carhampton, 
Somerset, where they claim to have the oldest continuous apple tree wassail in the country, and is a fairly typical example.

Old apple tree, we wassail thee
And hope that you wilt bear

For the Gods doth know where we shall be
Come apples another year

To bloom well and to bear well
So merry let us be

Let every man take off his hat
And shout out to the old apple tree

Old apple tree, we wassail thee
And hope that you will bear

Hatfuls, capfuls, three bushel bagfuls
And a little heap under the stair

Three cheers for the old apple tree:
Hip, hip, hooray
Hip, hip, hooray
Hip, hip, hooray

Obviously the ‘little heap under the stair’ is more cider brewing. In some ceremonies the trunk of the tree is knocked on hard 
with a stick to help wake the tree. This may also have the beneficial effect of dislodging harmful insects. Finally the good 
spirit of the orchard is invited in. The good spirit is not, however, represented by our old friend the Green Man, but rather by 
the robin. Toast soaked in cider is hung amongst the branches of the trees as an offering to the birds. The robins are also 
very good at hoovering up any parasitic insects that were dislodged the previous night.

Wassailing the apple trees as a custom very nearly died out in the late 20th century, but clung on in Carhampton and a handful 
of orchards across Somerset. In recent years, however, there has been something of a Renaissance in these folk customs and 
wassails have been cropping up right across the West Country and even further a field. But what is the antiquity of this 
custom? The term wassail is derived from two Old English components, namely ‘waes’ and ‘hael’, meaning literally ‘good 
health’. The traditional reply to this ancient toast was supposed to be ‘drinc hael!’ and is first recorded in Geoffrey of 
Monmouth’s History of the Kings of Britain written c.1140. Some authors dispute this and see ‘waes hael – drinc hael’ as a 12th 
century confection rather than a genuine Anglo-Saxon toast. In The English Year (2006) Steve Roud looks at the linguistic 
evidence.

‘Wassail as a general salutation existed in Old Norse as well as in Old English, but the use of the word as a drinking toast is not 
found in any of the Teutonic languages, and appears to be a peculiarly English formation from the Eleventh or Twelfth century…
Later use of the word, in the thirteenth to fifteenth centuries, show that it had undergone a considerable extension of 
meaning, with wassail meaning a party, or the drink that was enjoyed there, or the words said when drinking, or even the songs 
that were sung.’
(Roud p.556)

This is no doubt the reason that we have a plethora of folk customs all termed ‘Wassailing’ and is why we cannot trace the 
antiquity of wassailing the apple trees through etymology. My personal feeling is that the ceremony pre-dates the name given 
to it and I strongly suspect pre-Christian and possibly pre-English roots.* And where is my evidence to support this 
claim? Well that, like the origin of the Green Man, is proving rather elusive.

[1][*] The expansion of the English kingdom of Wessex into the territory of Dumnonia, a British kingdom which encompassed 
south Somerset, Devon and Dorset, only happened late in the 7th century, by which time Wessex had officially converted to 
Christianity.
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All these books and many more are available from Amazon.co.uk via the Company of the Green Man website at:

www.thecompanyofthegreenman.co.uk

Each purchase you make via the links on our website wont cost you a penny more but will mean that a small percentage from 
each sale will head our way to help keep membership of The Company of the Green Man free!

Anderson, William Green Man ISBN 0-00-599252-4 
Basford, Kathleen The Green Man ISBN 0-85991-497-6 
Cheetham, Tom Green Man, Earth Angel  ISBN 0-7914-6270-6 
Doel, Fran and Doel, Geoff The Green Man in Britain ISBN 0-7524-1916-1 
Jane Gardam, The Spirit of the Green Man ISBN-0-1900624214
Harding, Mike A Little Book of the Green Man ISBN 1-85410-563-9 
Harte, Jeremy The Green Man ISBN-0-1841650455
Hicks, Clive The Green Man: A Field Guide ISBN 0-9517038-2-X 
MacDermott, Mercia Explore Green Men ISBN 1-872883-66-4 
Matthews, John The Quest for the Green Man ISBN 1-84181-232-3 
Millar, Ronald The Green Man ~ Companion and Gazetteer ISBN 1 85770 131 3 
Neasham, Mary The Spirit of the Green Man, Green Magic ISBN 0-9542963-7-0 
Varner, Gary R The Green Man and the Spirit of Nature ISBN 0-87586-434-1 
Judge, Roy The Jack-in-the-Green ISBN 0-903515 20 2

We also highly recommend Keith Leech’s fantastic book on “The Hastings traditional Jack in the Green” available from the 
Tourist Information Centre in Hastings who can be contacted at hic@1066.net or by phone on 08452741001 They are happy 
to post copies around the world and can take payment by credit card over the phone. The ISBN is ISBN978-0-901536-10-5

These four spectacular Green Men adorn the exterior of Caversham Public Library in Berkshire. 

Another one is hidden and can only be viewed from the roof! 
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Jack in the green am I 
And master have I none 

For whilst there are trees upon this land
The woods  shall be my home 

To the season’s kings I bow my head 
As they do bow to me 

For my faces are as many
As the leaves upon a tree

The above is a verse that I discovered many years ago on a hand printed card and later an extract was used on a 
fantastic Green Man T-Shirt that I bought in Glastonbury. I have never been able to locate the origins of this verse 
and would love to hear from any of our members who might know any more about it or its original creator.

A Riddle

I am born on May Morning by sticks, bells, and ribbons
I am the sap in the dark root
I am the dancer with his six fools
I am the tump behind the old church
I am the lost soul under the misericord
I am the oak against the stars
I am the face that peers through the leaves
I am the fear in a childs mind
I am the demon on the roof-boss
I am killed in October and laid on church altars
I am the guiser on the bright bonfire
I am the old grain sown with the seed
I am the flame in the pumpkins grin
I am the spirit in the kern-baby’s bosom

The Riddle above is another of my favourites, and again I would love to know the original source if possible
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Museum Exhibition Legends of the wildwood

Date: 26-09-2009 to 09-05-2010
Buckinghamshire County Museum, Aylesbury

Jane Muir imagines the Green Man and the Fool in the 
Forest. This exhibition features new work by Jane 
Muir, a highly respected artist and mosaicist from 
Weston Turville. Jane celebrated her 80th birthday 
this year and the adventurous and imaginative work on 
show is the result of her explorations into music, 
literature, folklore and the fantasy of the forest.
Legends of the Wildwood, in ancient folklore, tell of the 
Green Man and of the Perfect Fool. The Green Man is 
frequently seen in stone and woodcarvings in churches 
across England - two examples can be seen nearby in St 
Mary’s Church, Aylesbury. He can be benign or 
malignant and is often thought to influence fertility. 
Less well known is the Fool in the Forest, mentioned in 
Shakespeare's As You Like it, who is a truth teller. He 
is immune from persecution, railing at fortune in jest 
and searching for a better way of life, often with the 
help of sacred birds.
Jane Muir’s work will be enhanced by a small display of 
Foliate Heads textiles and ceramics by John Piper, 
woodcarvings from local sculptor and COTGM member
Mick Waterhouse and items from the museum’s 
collections. A CD of music inspired by the paintings for 
Legends of the Wildwood and composed by Jane’s son, 
Dr Thomas Muir, will accompany the exhibition. Work is 
for sale.

Cost: free
For more information: 
Tel: 01296 331441
Email: museum@buckscc.gov.uk

The Green Man at Beltane: 
Discover the Green Spirit Within and Without 

with Kit Berry 
April 30th - May 3rd 2010

This three day course will focus on discovering the Green Man 
for ourselves. It will be a weekend of reconnecting with nature in 
a beautiful environment, using the grounds of the Victorian neo-
Gothic mansion and the countryside of west Dorset. There will 
be a blend of outdoor activities designed to engage and excite 
the senses, and indoor creative and meditative exercises for 
releasing our imaginations into the wyld. Most of all, it will be a 
lot of fun.

Kit is the author of The Stonewylde Series, a collection of novels 
set in Dorset which celebrate the forces of nature. She speaks 
all over the UK on “Reconnecting with Nature”. She lived in 
Dorset for most of her adult life and was a schoolteacher in 
Weymouth for many years. Two profound spiritual experiences 
changed the path of her life and she now writes and lectures for
a living. 

Kit has a Batchelor’s degree in English and Media Studies, a PGCE 
and also a Master’s degree in Education. She has attended many 
holistic courses herself, both in the UK and Europe, and her talks 
are always inspirational and uplifting. She believes that unless we 
are grounded, our feet firmly in the soil and our senses engaged
with the elements, we will not find true fulfilment or happiness.

More info at: www.stonewylde.com

The Green Man Twyford Berkshire

The Green Man Hodsoll Street Kent
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My immense gratitude goes towards all those members of The Company of the Green Man and 
members of our Flickr group who have contributed so much over the past year in so many 
ways. The Company of the Green Man would not exist without all your hard work! Thank you!

See you all on the website at: www.thecompanyofthegreenman.co.uk

In the blog at: http://thecompanyofthegreenman.wordpress.com

Or amongst our Flickr pages at: http://www.flickr.com/photos/thecompanyofthegreenman

The next e-newsletter will be published in May/June 2010

All images in this newsletter are copyright © Chris Walton unless otherwise stated. Our thanks to P W Jewitt for 
kindly allowing us to use his picture of the Sampford Courteney Green Man (Ron's favourite) on the front page of 
this newsletter and on the homepage of our website.


