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The Company of the Green Man

Jack in the green am I 
and master have I none 

and whilst there are trees upon this land 
the woods shall be my home 

To the seasons kings I bow my head 
as they do bow to me

for my faces are as many 
as the leaves upon a tree 



Greetings to all members of The Company of the Green Man. Welcome to the seventeenth edition of The Company of the Green Man e-
newsletter.

I had hoped to get this edition out during the Winter, but as usual life, the universe and everything conspired and a wet and extremely
muddy winter soon turned into a wet and extremely muddy spring. However as I look out of the window whilst writing this introduction, I
do believe that the wheel of the year has finally turned and the end of welly season has arrived at long last. The sun is out and the dogs
and I are once again able to venture back into those sections of the Greenwood that have been impassable since November and seek out
the Green Man once again.

I still can’t quite believe that his newsletter marks 20 years of The Company of the Green Man! Ronald “Dusty” Millar wrote the book “The
Green Man Companion and Gazetteer” in 1997 and in a note at the back of the book invited interested people to join The Company of the
Green Man. Keen and eager upon reading his freshly printed book and with an avid interest in Green Men I wrote to Ron in early 1998 and
asked to join the Company, to be told that I had caught him slightly unprepared. The book had gone out earlier than he had anticipated
and the Company did not yet officially exist. And thus (with a little bit of encouragement) in 1998 The Company officially began. Ron’s first
newsletter was published in September 1998.

20 years and 43 newsletters later The Company is still going strong with nearly 800 members worldwide. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all of our members and followers for their contributions and encouragement over the years, without you The Company
of the Green Man would not exist. Here’s to the next 20 years!

My thanks to everyone who has contributed to these pages. Special mentions and thanks as always to globe trotter Vanessa Piggott for so
many wonderful additions and corrections to our Gazetteer. To John Roper for keeping an eagle eye on the media for mentions of the
Green Man. To Derek Penrose for consistently going on holiday to places where the Green Man resides. I would also like to thank Sian
Jamison and Tina Negus for their wonderful contributions of both imagery and verse. And a big thank you to everyone else who has
contributed to this edition.

This edition of the e-newsletter also marks a small technological landmark, all of the website and e-mail references should work perfectly
as hyperlinks allowing you to simply click or tap on them to open the relevant link. If you do spot any broken links please let me know.

There may be a small hiatus before our next e-newsletter so that I can concentrate on the day job, but I will do my best to get the next
edition out Winter 2019 / Spring 2020. In the meantime I will try my best to post more regularly on the blog so please subscribe to the
blog if you would like to be alerted whenever there is a new post.

As the final pages of this e-newsletter were being edited a devastating fire swept through Notre Dame Cathedral. I have been contacted by
a number of people asking if there were (or hopefully are) any green men there. Unfortunately there is not currently a gazetteer entry for
Notre Dame. I would be extremely surprised if there were no green men in residence. If any readers are aware of any, or if possible have
any pictures please do get in touch. It would be great to be able to add pictures to our archive and find out if they have survived or if not
help to supply images to help in restoration or reconstruction. And who knows during the restoration project perhaps a new green man or
two might appear.

If you enjoy your membership of The Company of the Green Man please help me to keep membership free by making a one off or regular
donation securely using PayPal via THIS LINK or via our website HERE.

Wishing you all a wonderful Summer.

Chris Walton

thecompanyofthegreenman@gmail.com www.thecompanyofthegreenman.co.uk

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=8f0rxBBRsSDV5TlQVjca35faqBV_IZAlDbc-NVJfRijT7hKioIjxo26tdvrX17ZFB2qhg0&country.x=GB&locale.x=GB
https://thecompanyofthegreenman.com/donate/
mailto:thecompanyofthegreenman@gmail.com
http://www.thecompanyofthegreenman.co.uk/


Deptford (Fowlers Troop) Jack-in-the-Green (1st May)

Deptford Jack in the Green

Blue Bell Hill (Rochester Sweeps) Jack-in-the-Green (1st May)

Motley Morris

Oxford Jack-in-the-Green (1st May)

Oxford Jack in the Green

Hammersmith Jack-in-the-Green (1st May)

Hammersmith Morris Jack-in-the-Green

Winchcombe Jack-in-the-Green (1st May)

Happenstance Morris

Dead Horse Morris Jack-in-the-Green (1st May)

Dead Horse Morris

Bovey Tracey Jack-in-the-Green (1st May)

Bovey Tracey Jack-in-the-Green

Highworth Jack-in-the-Green (Saturday 4th May)

Bang to Rites

Guildford Jack-in-the-Green (Saturday 4th May)

Guildford Jack in the Green

Ilfracombe Jack-in-the-Green (Sunday 5th May)

Ilfracombe Jack in the Green

Hastings Traditional Jack-in-the-Green (Monday 6th May)

Hastings Jack-in-the-Green Festival

Bristol Jack in the Green (Saturday 4th May)

Bristol Jack in the Green

Knutsford May Day and Jack-in-the-Green (Saturday 4th May)

Knutsford Jack in the Green

Hever Castle Jack-in-the-Green (4th – 6th May)
Hever Castle Jack-in-the-Green

Clun Green Man Festival (Sunday 5th & Monday 6th May)

Clun Green Man Festival

Brentham May Day and Jack-in-the-Green (Saturday 11th May)

Brentham Jack in the Green

Whitstable Jack-in-the-Green (Monday May 6th)

Whitstable Jack in the Green

Oak House Green Man – West Bromwich (Sunday 12th May)

Oak House Green Man

Bradford on Avon Green Man Festival – (Saturday 18th May)

Bradford on Avon Green Man Festival

Castleton Garland Day (May 29th)

Castleton Garland

May Day is almost upon us! Listed below are all known events for May 2019 that feature The traditional Jack-in-the-Green or The Green
Man throughout the UK. For more information about any of the events just click on the accompanying link or got to our Annual Events
Page. Where all the events for 2019 and into 2020 are listed.

Please do go out and support one of these events. I would be extremely grateful if anyone who attends any of this years events could send

in pictures, videos or written accounts for the next e e-newsletter the blog and the archive. If anyone knows of any events that are not listed

here or if there are any corrections/amendments required please don’t hesitate to contact me.

If you are organising or participating in any of these events thank you for keeping this magical tradition alive and I wish you all the best for

a fantastic and enjoyable day. As I type these words the BBC weather app is showing sunny intervals and a light breeze for May 1st so

fingers crossed it will be a dry day

Annual Events

http://www.deptford-jack.org.uk/
http://www.motley-morris.co.uk/
http://www.am39.com/
http://www.hammersmithmorris.org.uk/
http://happenstancemorris.org.uk/wp/?page_id=4
http://deadhorse.org.uk/
http://www.grimspoundbordermorris.org/
http://bangtorites.org.uk/
http://www.pilgrimmorrismen.org.uk/
http://www.visitilfracombe.co.uk/what-is-on/ilfracombe-events/
http://www.hastingsjack.co.uk/
http://home.freeuk.net/bristoljack/
http://www.knutsford-royal-mayday.co.uk/
https://www.hevercastle.co.uk/whats-on/may-day-festival-2017/
http://www.clungreenman.org.uk/
http://www.brentham.com/html/may_day.html
http://www.oystermorris.org.uk/
http://www.sandwell.gov.uk/info/200252/museums_libraries_and_archives/2777/get_involved_-_activities_and_whats_on_at_sandwell_museums
http://www.boadayofdance.org/
http://www.castleton-garland.com/index.html
https://thecompanyofthegreenman.com/annual-events/


Competition

Gordon Emery kindly sent in a copy of his book “Medieval
Imagination in Chester Cathedrals” to give away.

Gordon’s book is a must for anyone interested in the
history of Chester, the cathedral, or myths, legends and
fantasies of medieval England. Local artist Jay Hurst has
depicted the author as the green man on the cover.

Available from Chester History and Heritage, Chester Visitor
Information in the Town Hall, and all good bookshops.
Price £7.95

Post free (in the UK) from www.gordonemery.co.uk and
also available from Amazon.

Peter Gotto of Green Magic Publishing has kindly sent
us some copies of his new Green Man blank journal to
give away

“It is handsomely designed with The Green Man
embossed in gold on a green imitation leather
background. With high quality unlined paper inside this
is an attractive, practical and useful book to own. The
paper is good for biro, gouache, watercolour, pencil,
gel pen and ink etc.”

Green Magic Publishing is home to some fascinating
books including The Spirit of the Green Man by Mary
Neasham and Landscape of Memory by Jerry Bird. You
can find out more and purchase books directly at:
www.greenmagicpublishing.com

If you would like to buy a copy of the Green Man
Journal you can find it HERE.

To celebrate twenty years of The Company of the Green Man I have copies of both of the above titles to give away. If you would like
to win them all you have to do is e-mail me at thecompanyofthegreenman@gmail.com and I will put your name in the top hat. I will
draw the names at random on June 21st 2019. First prize will be both of the above books, second prize will be a copy of The Green
Man journal.

http://www.gordonemery.co.uk/
http://www.greenmagicpublishing.com/
https://www.greenmagicpublishing.com/Products/Details/164
mailto:thecompanyofthegreenman@gmail.com


Cuttings

Richard Metz is a mixed media artist from the United
States, he created a way to paint directly on trees with
non toxic natural pigments and eggs - the paintings
disappear in about 2 years. This Green Man was painted
in 2015 in Acton, Massachusetts. You can see more of
Richard’s work at www.mistermetz.com

Drew sent in this picture of his amazing tattoo. Drew wrote
“Having been inspired by images and many books, I was tattooed
with the attached image. Whilst not the traditional green man, with
oak leaves, the leaves are from birch and hazel which come from
the druidic tree calendar to represent my son's. Rowan tree
represents my mum's side of the family and antlers my dad's
family. The artist loved the idea and I ended up not having to pay
for the extra 2½ hours it took..”

Leslie Evans sells these wonderful green man bags
as well as card over at seadogpresscom.

I’m extremely pleased to announce that the magical
Carshalton Straw Jack paraded on 8th September 2018.
My thanks to Simon Webster for permission to use this
wonderful picture. The Carshalton Jack was the 18th Jack
to parade during 2018. I would love to learn a bit more
about this unusual Jack and its history if any of the
organisers or participants read this post.

http://www.mistermetz.com/
http://www.seadogpress.com/


Cuttings

John Roper let me know about the incredible Hop Green Men adorning the walls at the New Inn in the Market place in Buxton.

Rob Stephens, artist extraordinaire, new grandad and creator of our fabulous logo dropped me a line to tell me that his stone carver
brother Shaun has got the green man bug. Rob sent me this pictures of his incredible workmanship. The paler coloured one is a piece of
stone that came out of the restoration work at York Minster.



Loes Raymakers kindly sends greetings from under the oaks. Loes wrote “I sent a lot of green man pictures from the
Netherlands and many other places to Ronald and he put them all up in the magazine. Suddenly there was this huge
silence...may he rest in peace and enjoy this new beginning.”

Loes enclosed a photograph of a painting ( acrylic, 38 x 38 cm ) that she made as an illustration for a lecture she gave about
the Green Man’s history and traditions at the Hortus ZuidAs, Amsterdam , in April 2018. Loes said “It was a day filled with
"'fabulous fables", a Fete de la Nature-festival. Since then I receive Green Man pictures from all over the world, especially
Germany: more and more people are spotting them! There are more lectures to come, I will keep you posted.

Loes Raymakers, poetpainterwriterperformer : http://www.loesleestvoor.wordpress.com

Cuttings

http://www.loesleestvoor.wordpress.com/


Cuttings

Summer Joy got in touch from Canada’s west coast!

“We accidently stumbled upon your website while in the process of
putting our latest mummers play up on YouTube, and were thrilled to
discover you! My husband and I have been big Green Man fans and
collectors for many years, and brought our interest and collection with us
when we moved from the UK to Vancouver Island in 2010. Green Men
are unknown here, and we have introduced many people to the
mythology. We also reproduce a few of our Green Man masks, which we
sell along with information sheets, for people to hang in their gardens.

In England we were very involved in the folk music scene, and by
extension Morris and Mummers. We missed the music so much that we
started our own folk club here at our home, Gardeners Green, and it has
been running very successfully for seven years now. In England we
always went out to the Coventry Mummers winter plays, and I’d always
thought it would be great fun to introduce people here to mumming.
Finally in 2017 I was mentioning this to some ex-pat friends from our folk
club, along with a few others who share a similar sense of humour to us,
and we decided we should give it a go. Enthusiasm amongst this small
group was high, so I took it upon myself to write a play for us, based on
all the traditional St. George plays. What I came up with was a sort of
combination of mumming play, and Monty Python with panto overtones.
We had a hilarious time practising, and our efforts were eventually
rewarded with wonderful audiences who had a great time with us.

In fact we had so much fun that the Mums were very soon wanting to
embark on another play for the spring/summer season. I took in a
number of traditional pace-egg plays, but they all feature the same St.
George vs the evil knight, with little variation from the winter play. And
then it came to me, our beloved JACK IN THE GREEN is the seasonal
symbol for this time of year! Who better to bring in the spring and
summer? So in keeping with the right vs wrong, good vs evil, light vs dark
theme of all mummers plays,

I wrote a play for our cast in which Jack in the Green arrives for his season and is met by his adversary, Jack Frost, who intends to continue ruling the
earth. Again the play is a combination style of mumming plays, a touch of panto, and a big dose of Monty Python, with a Killer Rabbit biting off Jack
Green’s head, and The Lovely Flora, Queen of May, coming to the rescue. Thus thru the play we have been able to introduce an even larger audience
to the Green Man. All our plays so far are on our YouTube channel at: https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=malarkey+mummers+playlist
We will be performing Jack in the Green again this spring. You can rest assured that we are busy keeping Jack alive over here in western Canada!

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=malarkey+mummers+playlist


Cuttings

Serial Green Man sleuth John Roper let me know about this wonderful Green Man quilted
wall hanging that he spotted at the Open art exhibition at Doncaster Museum & Art
Gallery at the end of 2019. I managed to get in touch with it’s creator Charlotte Holm who
kindly sent me these wonderful pictures of her work in progress as well as the finished
green man. Charlotte wrote “A friend taught me to crochet a couple of years ago so I
decided to try and make a green man out of crocheted leaves. The green man is a subject I
keep returning to and I have made quite a few textile ones over the last few years. I
arranged the leaves so that they created a face, the hardest part was crocheting a nose!
The design is totally original and handsewn- after crocheting, the wall hanging is then
quilted on to material.”

Charlotte is a textile artist, “Although I got my degree in illustration, I have taught myself
how to sew as I liked the texture and look of quilted fabric. I am interested in ancient
things- fossils, archaeology, stone circles and chambered tombs... also pagan themes
which all reflect in my work.”

You can see more of Charlottes wonderful art on her Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/Charlotte-Holm-Textile-Artist-164761153534896/

https://www.facebook.com/Charlotte-Holm-Textile-Artist-164761153534896/


THE GREEN MAN – Songs by Sian Jamison

I am indebted to Sian Jamison for permission to use some of the lyrics and pictures from her wonderful poetry book “The Green Man” in
our newsletter and on our blog throughout the coming year. Sian wrote in the introduction to the book

“It was written for The Green Man Festival at Mount Edgecumbe in May 2016. It celebrates and tells the story of The Green Man as he
moves through the year. It was first performed as a song cycle by The Stonehouse Music School and Community Choir directed by myself.

The melodies and lyrics were all inspired by my walks at Mount Edgcumbe. This version omits the music but I feel that the songs and
choral speaking stand as poems on their own.

I hope that you find your own joy in my words and that the story of the Green Man brings enlightenment, mystery and wonder into all your
lives. “

You can find out more about Sian and her work as well as purchase The Green Man CD, songbook and poetry book at sj-music.co.uk

The Green Man is Sleeping 

The Green Man is sleeping, there’s nobody there, 
The Green Man is sleeping, the trees are all bare, 
The birds in the branches have all flown away, 
The Green Man is sleeping, it’s cold and it’s grey. 

The wind it is howling, like a dog without a bone, 
It snarls and it gnaws the whole day long, 
It snaps the limbs off suffering trees, 
And pants and foams on the brining seas. 

The Green Man he hears the noise all around, 
But the clamour evades him, he’s under the ground, 
He waits inert for winter to pass, 
For the sun to come out and warm up the grass. 

It’s freezing, it’s freezing, ice hangs from the roof, 
But the earth binds him closer, obscuring the truth, 
It’s freezing, it’s freezing, the coffin is sealed, 
And we must all wait… for what will be revealed. 

http://www.sj-music.co.uk/


Snow Dance 
By Sian Jamison

We never know if he will come again, 
We never know if spring will flow again, 
We dance through sleet and snow, 
Our faces all aglow, 
And all around the frosty ground, 
With shouts of joy the earth rebound, 
And yet he sleeps in silent glade, 
The Prince of all to be displayed, 
We know that he is there, 
Beneath the icy glare. 

Sometimes we think that he will never come, 
When darkness hides the world and all is glum, 
It’s bleak, it’s cold, it’s bare, 
It fills us with despair, 
Then sparkling sunlight bites the air, 
And soon the days will lengthen there, 
We know that he will come once more 
And spread new life from shore to shore, 
But now we dance on ice, 
And winter must suffice. 



Greenman globetrotter Vanessa Piggott has racked up an impressive count of Green Man sightings over the last year. The two below are 
from the  C19 Philharmonic Dining, Rooms at 36 Hope St. Liverpool. Many more of her sightings are on the following pages.

Liverpool: This one is from 42 Hope St The Hahneman
Homeopathic Hospital dated 1887

Liverpool: Speke Hall, These two ebonies are on chairs  dated 
about 1840-60

Sightings - from Vanessa Piggott

Liverpool: Speke Hall in A close up of the mask on a 
wardrobe



Liverpool: From the bottom rail of the Red bedroom bed in Speke 
Hall, probably a Victorian melange

Liverpool: Port Sunlight, A foliate mask from the top frieze of a 
Victorian picture frame in the Lady Lever Gallery

Liverpool: Knees from a console table dated 1730-40 in Speke Hall. Liverpool: St John the Baptist, 14 Kidderminster Rd C12 

Liverpool: St John the Baptist, 14 Kidderminster Rd C12 Liverpool: St John the Baptist, 14 Kidderminster Rd C12 



Northampton: St Michael’s Church at Quinton House School Upton,
Three above are from the vestry screen by Jones and Willis 1907-8

Northampton: St Michael’s Church at Quinton House School Upton, now a suburb of Northampton. The two above are on the pulpit, part of
the Victorian refurbishment in 1893 by Matthew Holding.

Denmark, Copenhagen, Kongens Nytorv. August Bournovillas
Passage, Bronnum Bar. Four identical C19 Green Man keystones
over windows.

Denmark, Copenhagen, Bridgwater



Denmark, Copenhagen, Holmes Kanal War 
memorial

Copenhagen Holmes Kanal South door 1641, carved wooden GM on 
door. Three Green Men carved on wooden altar piece behind statues 
of evangelists – Above.

Tallinn Estonia Memorial on north wall red gold green mask 
on memorial of 1683 to Isaac Hasselblatt, removed from 
Noaroutsi. Hutch.

Estonia Corner of Pick and Hovusepea 1909



Estonia. Tallinn 26 Pikk Arched door case two stone heads on door frame. C18

Denmark, Aalborg, Osteragade 9,9000 Aalborg Jens Borg
building, formerly town hall Green Men above 1st floor
window C17 (1624)

Poland, Pomerania, Gdańsk, Dlugt Targ Radiosonde Blue Hotel Restored
c14 wall has a large old stone GM plaque on it (date unknown)



Poland, Gdańsk Terrace of C17 house Poland, Gdańsk Main street old Green Man carving built into a 
modern wall.

Sweden, Stockholm, Gustafson Adolfo’s Tory 2, 103 22 Stockholm.
Opera House Green Man carved door on side elevation C18 1782

Russia, St Petersburg, The Hermitage. Metal gates, foliate bird
heads

In Vienna to celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary Vanessa Piggott
and her husband had their priorities right the first thing they did was
spot and photograph these wonderful green lions under the bay
window over the entrance to 6 Goldschmeidg strasse built 1881.

Vienna - a pair of Green Lion masks either side of a wall memorial on
the exterior wall to the right of the West door of the Stephensdom
(Cathedral) dated 1609



Vienna West doorway of the Stephensdom. Vienna West doorway of the Stephensdom.

Vienna West doorway of the Stephensdom. Vienna - Memorial exterior left side of west door of the
Stephensdom foliate miserable (lions.) dated 1567

Vienna – Stephensdom- Memorial north side exterior two more foliate 
grotesque masks.

Vienna – Stephensdom - one of a pair on a memorial on the 
interior of the north wall 1570ish (date hard to decipher)



Vienna – Stephensdom - a set of fine large corbels, about 2.5 ft high 
under the vestibule of the Jesuit church in Doctor Ignacio-Seidel Platz. 
Date 1620: but these may date from the redesign of 1703-5.

Vienna – This pair of leaf  browed  chaps either side of the arched 
entrance to 4 Opern Gasse C19

Vienna – front of a small palace on the Freyung Platz. Vienna – Square off GrabenC19
.



Vienna 

Hereford: St Peter’s church in Bromyard. Exterior west door capital, 
face eroded, tendrils with leaf terminals C12.

Hereford: St Mary the virgin, Bishop’s Frome, exterior, south side, 
priests door. This horizontal beast ( lion?) with a foliate scroll has a 
matching dragon on the other side of the door.  c12

Vienna 

Vienna Vienna 



The Procession, Part III (England’s Dark Dreaming № 21) © 2018 Paul Watson 

During my wanderings of the byways and alleyways of the Company’s social media accounts I have often come across Paul Watson’s wonderful
artwork. I contacted him in 2018 and he very kindly gave me permission to reproduce this wonderful image.

The Procession, Part III comes from Paul Watson's series of drawings England's Dark Dreaming, which combine myth and folklore with a
commentary on the contemporary political landscape in England. The drawings are now available in a book of the same name, available directly
from the artist's website at http://www.lazaruscorporation.co.uk/shop/40.

"I use the character of the Green Man as a combination of tree spirit and woodwose, representing nature as the antithesis of human civilisation."

The Procession, Part III –Paul Watson

http://www.lazaruscorporation.co.uk/shop/40


The Awakening 
By Sian Jamison

The Awakening
He slumbers still
In wintry pall,
But as the earth warms
He hears the call.

Wake up, wake up
The time has come,
Shake off your chains
And break the mould
That holds you still.

Push through the turf
And let your tendrils unfold,
Come forth!
Grow!
Reach out
Through snow,
And let the source,
The force
Flow,
And energy
And exuberance show.

With gathering force
Which can’t be stopped,
Snow- dropped the glades
Wherein you rise,
And ferns
Show face
As spring quickens
And time begins to pace
And race.

On it comes
Breaking through the frozen ground
With spikes of green,
And blades which thrust and swipe
And quiver,
Emerge and surge
With lust and vigour.

He rises fast
In glorious green
Unveiled once more
He can be seen
On mossy bank and gilded shore,
On granite boulder, on the moor.

In woodland clearing,
Hedgerow rich,
In furrow, burrow, ream and ditch.
He spreads his news
He is alive!
The Green Man comes
New life will thrive!



Sightings

Intrepid Green Man Hunter Derek Penrose visited Sherborne Abbey in
Dorset and noticed on a postcard in the Abbey shop that they had a number
of Misericord carvings including one that contained a "Foliate Mask." He
spoke to the really helpful staff in the abbey who allowed him to go and
photograph the misericords which were not normally accessible to the
public.

Derek also spent a week on Anglesey and visited Penrhyn Castle on the 
mainland. “In the Castle there is a large carved wardrobe type cupboard in 
the Keep Bedroom area which carries three each of two green man 
carvings.

Derek also went on holiday to Dorset and Somerset and found a couple of
new sightings. Both are in Barrington Court, Somerset. The house was the
first mansion given to the National Trust, but it was in a very poor shape
of repair and they could not afford to repair it. Colonel Lyle, later of Tate
and Lyle sugar, rented the property on a repairing lease from the trust and
refurbished the building. He had been collecting timbers from old
buildings as a hobby and he used these timbers to refurbish the manor
house.
The dark timbers behind the round carving (above) are 15th century
Welsh timbers but that does not mean the Greenman is that old. The
greenman is on the ceiling above the main staircase.



Sightings

Trevor Jenkins sent in this Green Man he found on Thame
Town Hall in the High Street. He reported that there are
Green Men on a frieze all around the outside of the Town
Hall. Thame Town Hall was designed by the architect HJ Tollit
in Jacobethan style and built in 1888.

Stephanie Runciman went to Little Moreton Hall in
Congleton Cheshire and as usual when she goes anywhere
she was on the hunt for the Green Man.
In the Tudor courtyard next to the chapel door she saw
this carving of a man with plant stems coming out of his
mouth.

Derek found an online photography site that included a
number of green men in Devonshire churches that aren’t
currently listed in our gazetteer. The churches are:

St James, Ashreigney
St Mary The Virgin, Throwleigh
St Andrews, Sampford Courtney
St Michaels, Spreyton
St Andrew, South Tawton

Derek is hoping to go to Devon later this year and he will try
to visit at least some of these, but he wondered if there are
other members of The Company out there who might live
nearer and go and search these out.

Derek also found a green lion at Barrington Court, Somerset in the first
floor corridor.



Green Man.
By Tina Negus

He speaks, and the sound fills the void 
with living green, life which sustains all life, 
sunlight and leaf: our food.
He tastes the air, savours his speech,
his tongue flicking across the foliage from his gaping mouth.
He recites our stories,
licking myths and legends into existence.
He sings our tunes for us, our wordless songs.

He looks down on his creation from above,
sees all things dependant on his utterance,
regards us with impassivity or amusement: his creatures.
He weeps with us, and his tears nourish our being.
Within his sight, we live our little lives,
relying on his artistry.

He hears our cries, our laughter, listens to his own words,
and to our inadequate imitations of his creativity.
His ears receive our music, our rhythms and rhymes,
make whole our melodies and harmonies.
He tolerates our limitations,
circling, with us, our May-time pole.

He scents the honeysuckle in the woods,
perfumes the rose and the down-land thyme;
spreads the spring-time hedgerows with pungent sweetness.
He breathes, and his breath gives birth,
his respiration flourishes and bears fruit;
our feeble inspiration is derived from him.

He touches the stems arising from his face,
points to his mouth and tongue, and we touch him,
where we can reach, stroke the leaves, and the chiselled edges 
of his nose and brows, finger the fronds and vines,
removing blackened spiders' webs,
decades of neglect.

Our hands linger on his beard and hair.
we ponder his origins, his meaning,
wonder at the unnamed sculptors,
question their intentions.



Sightings

Aston Rowant, Oxfordshire

New member to The Company Jo Gibson from Devon recently did a cycle journey working out a pilgrimage route along the Michael Mary Lines 
and when looking through her photos found a few that she didn’t spot in the gazetteer. Some of them are shown on the following pages.

Thornton Magna Suffolk. Above the front door.

Woodwose (opposite a giant) on the front door at 
St Mary's Yaxley, Suffolk.

St Margaret's Lewknor, Oxfordshire. Corner corbel.

Lebrija, just north of Jerez de la Frontera, Spain -Green man with 
foliate heads on memorial.

Lebrija, just north of Jerez de la Frontera, Spain -Green man 
on capital



5 Praza de Quintana de Vivos, just NE of the Cathedral, at Santiago de 
Compostela 

Zamora, Spain. St Mary Magdalene Catholic Cathedral - on 
the doorway - central foliate head with tendrils seeming to 
involve the heads above...? saints or locals...

Jo also confirmed the gazetteer listings for the green men at St Mary
and All Saints, Whalley, Lancashire. Three misericords including a
wonderful three headed one (all to the left) and a beautiful green man
bench end (above)



Snippets

Tina Negus sent in the wonderful photograph on the left
along with this cryptic message “ I thought you might
like this Green Man! As far as I know it is my discovery
and I think it ranks as one of the most beautiful. There
are other Green Men in the church which are well-
known, but this one is in hiding. If anyone wants to find
him, I can reveal his whereabouts.”

I know – but if anyone else wants to know they’ll have
to drop me a line!

Tina also visited Kilpeck...again.. this summer and took
the wonderful picture below left and on the following
page of one of the most recognisable and wonderful
Green Men.

Along with the pictures Tina sent in some of her
beautiful poetry which is reproduced in this issue.

The Green Man.
By Tina Negus

Leaves of oak surround me,
Speaking, my words spring forth.
Branches of oak support me,
The acorns give me birth.
The greenwood is reborn in me,
In the May-time dance of earth.

Leaves of the wildwood shelter me,
Tendril and thorn and spray,
Haw and beech disguise me,
Amongst the green I stay.
Birds of the air find rest in me,
Secure by night and day.

Leaves of the vine are part of me,
Sprouting from mouth and face.
From deep within the heart of me, 
Comes the spirit of this place.
The grapes and wine a gift from me,
For a living source of grace.

Leaves of green proclaim me,
Wherever trees do grow.
None can hurt or maim me,
New life from me will flow.
Nothing can ever tame me,
While the wild winds sigh and blow.



Sightings

Green Man, choir stall, the cathedral of Lund, south of Sweden, dated 
1350-1370. Photo: Kristina Strand Larsson.

Petra Gröminger kindly sent me some wonderful images some of which can be found in her book Bladmannens ansikten liten about the Green Man in
Sweden. It is written in Swedish, but the images can still be very much appreciated by non-Swedish speakers. Petra is currently working on translating
it into English.

Green Man, 1890s, Birger Jarlsgatan 2-4, Stockholm. Photo: Helena 
Uggla..

Green Man, 1890s, Rådmansgatan 2, Stockholm. Photo: Petra Grominger

Green Man, 1900s, Renstiernas gata 14, Stockholm. Photo: Petra 
Grominger.

Green Man (perhaps?), wall painting,
Dingtuna church, Sweden, late 15th

century. Photo: Pia Bengtsson Melin.

Green Man, corbel, Uppsala cathedral,
Sweden, ca 1300. Photo: Herman Bengtsson.

Green Man, font from Hanhals church, Sweden, ca 1200.
Now part of the collection of The Swedish History
Museum, Stockholm. Photo: Lennart Karlsson. (and ©
The Swedish History Museum)



Sightings

@gravedetective on Twitter kindly gave me permission to reproduce these pictures of a remarkable Green Man gravestone in Chorley Cemetery. This
is one of the first full green men I’ve seen on a gravestone rather that the more common foliate skull.



Snippets
The Green Man sings

By Tina Negus

Inside the church
the quietness is broken 
only by the parish busy-body
attempting unneeded welcome.
The well-remembered Green Man 
carved in ancient wood on the worn pews
within the choir is greeting enough,
though he has not spoken for centuries.

Outside, beyond the flint-faced wall
sits a singing man, voice and accordion 
in harmony with spring warmth, 
wall-flowers and foraging bees,
a vision softly creeping…

When he pauses, we speak of Lincolnshire songs:
the Poacher, Horkstow Grange,
and Brigg Fair, thus establishing folk-credentials,
then weirdly, the possibility
of dining off road-kill, badger and muntjac.

We do not know his name, nor he ours,
but there is pleasure in the meeting,
and our lunchtime sandwiches are enhanced
as he continues his solitary serenade 
to the sound of silence.

Published in Reach Poetry 228 Anniversary edition
Sept 2017.

My thanks to Michele Clare for allowing me to reproduce the wonderful pictures above.



Our Company of the Green Man members badge
was designed and crafted by clog maker and
leather worker Phil Howard. You can purchase
your very own badge by clicking on THIS LINK or
via our blog.

You can purchase unlimited access to our Newsletter Archive for £10.95. As well
as Ron’s 27 newsletters the archive contains downloadable .pdf copies of all the
archived e-newsletters (currently 15) Each current e-newsletter will be added to
the archive after being accessible to members for approximately 6 months. To
access the archive just go to our blog at www.thecompanyofthegreenman.co.uk
and click on the “How to access the Newsletter Archive” tab at the top.

Members Archive access and Merchandise

The Company of the Green Man t-shirts are available via our Zazzle store. You
can choose the type of t-shirt (men's/ladies) the colour and the fabric
(standard/organic etc.) You can also choose from a number of styles including
hooded sweatshirts and double sided items. As with most online t-shirt
manufacturers the prices are still a little high, but Zazzle regularly feature
promotional codes on their website which brings them down to a reasonable
price if you use standard shipping. The Company of the Green Man will make
a very small percentage on any sale. Zazzle promise 100% satisfaction, if you
don’t absolutely love it they’ll take it back! To purchase yours just go to

www.zazzle.co.uk/companyofthegreenman/products or use the merchandise
tab on the blog.

Company Notices

https://thecompanyofthegreenman.com/members-badge/
http://www.thecompanyofthegreenman.co.uk/
http://www.zazzle.co.uk/companyofthegreenman/products


The Company of the Green Man's very own virtual bookshop (with
its virtual comfy leather chair) is currently closed for refurbishment.
Unfortunately Amazon no longer allow their astore owners to add
new content to their shops so I was unable to add any new titles to
the webpage or even modify any existing titles. If you know of
another online book shop that provides referral fees or are more
savvy when it comes to Amazon referral schemes please do let me
know.

The Bookshop The Gazetteer

The latest version of our Gazetteer of Green Men is
available to download for free via the blog or by clicking
on THIS LINK. It currently stands at almost 150 pages
and is a constant work in progress. I try and update it
whenever I can but it is usually more of a job for the
long winter nights.

We always need help verifying many of the entries and
members regularly discover as yet unrecorded green
men, so please download the gazetteer and take the
opportunity to find out if there are any green men near
to you.

Company Notices

Our website and blog was getting a bit cluttered and difficult to
navigate over the last few years. Last year I took the opportunity
to update and tidy the website and hopefully members will find it
much more user friendly. www.thecompanyofthegreenman.co.uk
Please feel free to have a wander and let me know what you think.

I am always grateful for any corrections to the information on the
website as well as additions to areas including Green Man Pubs,
Morris Green Men, The Bibliography, The Image Archive and of
course the Gazetteers of Green Men and The Traditional Jack in the
Green.

The Website & Blog

Discussion Pages

Step into the cozy confines of our very own virtual Green Man
Pub and pull up a chair.

You are welcome to visit The Company of the Green Man’s
Discussion Forum for all those fascinated by the enigmas that
are the Green Man and the Traditional Jack-in-the-Green.

The Forum is open to members and non members alike. You
can access it via the Discussion Forum tab on the website or by
clicking HERE.

http://astore.amazon.co.uk/companyofthegreenman-21
https://thecompanyofthegreenman.files.wordpress.com/2018/08/gazetteer-20183.pdf
http://www.thecompanyofthegreenman.co.uk/
http://companygreenman.freeforums.net/


The Company of the Green Man

(Founded 1998)

Ronald (Dusty) Millar wrote “The Green Man Companion and Gazetteer” in 1997 and in a note at the back of the book invited
interested people to join The Company of the Green Man. And thus the Company Began.

The Company of the Green Man gathers, archives and makes freely available information, images and folklore about the Green Man
and the traditional Jack in the Green. It supports current traditions that feature the Green Man and the Jack-in-the-Green worldwide.
The Company also promotes artists and writers who feature the Green Man and the Jack-in-the-Green in their work and assists
where possible the protection and preservation of architectural images of the green man and traditions involving the traditional Jack-
in-the-Green.

Membership of The Company of the Green Man is currently free, and it is my intention to keep it free for as long as I can. One of the
main reasons I can keep the running costs low is by trying to be as paperless as possible by keeping everything we do online.
However, keeping the company online still costs money and it makes a loss every year. It would be great to be able to recuperate a
small part of the costs if possible. If you enjoy your membership please do consider making a donation via the members area (where
you downloaded this e-mail). Or by clicking on THIS LINK

If the wind is in the right direction I hope to publish the next e-newsletter at some point during Winter 2019 / Spring 2020. 

Please send any contributions to 

thecompanyofthegreenman@gmail.com

In the meantime our website and blog at www.thecompanyofthegreenman.co.uk is the place to find the latest information about the 
Green Man and the Traditional Jack-in-the-Green 

All text in this newsletter is copyright © Chris Walton  unless otherwise stated  in which case the copyright remains with the original contributor

All images in this newsletter are copyright © Chris Walton  unless otherwise stated  in which case the copyright remains with the original photographer

No text or images may be reproduced without the prior permission of the copyright holders 

Thanks as always to Rob Stephens for designing our fantastic logo. 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=8f0rxBBRsSDV5TlQVjca35faqBV_IZAlDbc-NVJfRijT7hKioIjxo26tdvrX17ZFB2qhg0&country.x=GB&locale.x=GB
mailto:thecompanyofthegreenman@gmail.com
http://www.thecompanyofthegreenman.co.uk/

